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A New Year’s Address. 


HE Editors of the Maga- 

zine rejoice with their read- 
ers and Christian friends, in the 
merciful favors of Divine Pro- 
vidence, by which they are 
enabled to welcome the com- 
mencement of another year.— 
They unite with them in adoring 
that divine mercy, by which 
they have passed another por- 
tion of human life: safely borne 
through all its perils. The in- 
spired Psalmist observes of the 
people of God, “ They go from 
strength to strength.” That is, 
from one support, or resting- 
place, to another. In the pro- 
gress of time, the different peri- 
ods into which it is divided 
naturally bring those who are on 
the journey of life, from one 
resling-place to another ; from 
whence, it is peculiarly natural 
and proper to look back upon 
the scenes which have passed, to 
discever their dangers and pre- 
servations, and to learn wisdom 
for the future. In the station 
eccupied by an immortal travel- 





ler, while closing one year and 
beginning another, the thought- 
ful mind cannot avoid a solemn 
consideration of the scenes with 
which he is surrounded. To 
aid our reflections at this inte- 
resting juncture, to enable us to 
profit by the review and the an- 
ticipation to which we are in- 
vited, a few things may, perhaps, 
be usefully suggested. 

The existence of moral be- 
ings is as unlimited as duration. 
A part of duration is set out by 
the limits of time. The periods 
which mark the divisions of 
time are well suited to enable 
us to determine its nature, and 
estimate the rapidity of its 
flight. There is but one thing 
that gives time its real import- 
ance. It is the season iv which 
guilty offenders may regain the 
favor of God. Time is of con- 


sequence, not because it affords 
an opportunity for the disply of 
human passions ; an occasion for 
the efforts of the pride and in- 
terests of men; but because it 





opens a way for the sons of pain 
and sorrow to rise to infinite 
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blessedness. The servant of sin 
is vecessarily doomed to endless 
woe; not merely because the 
divine law denounces death a- 
gainst the transgressor; not be- 
cause Christ Jesus will execute 
judgment upon all the impeni- 
tent ; but because of the fatal na- 
ture and certain tendency of sin. 
Sin excites all those affections in 
the heart, of selfishness, envy, 
malice, hatred, pride, revenge, 
which necessarily fill the subject 
with unceasing pain. Sin alien- 
ates the soul from God. As all 
good is in him, and as there can 
be none for creatures but what is 
derived from him, the sinner, 
standing in a state of hostility 
with his Creator, must be per- 
petually destitute of all good. 
Sin is always increasing in an 
unholy heart; of course, the 
enmity towards God is increas- 
ing, aud no prospect appears of 
any exemption from endless sor- 
row. 

God has made known to us a 
way by which the guilty children 
of men may escape from this 
hopeless doom, and obtain an 
everlasting union with himself. 
For this purpose. a work is to be 
performed by him and them. 
This work, whose consequences 
are eternal, is to be done in time. 
Short as is the period of human 
life, rapidly as the years pass a- 
Way, it is the only season in which 
this work, of infinite moment, 
cin be accomplished. ‘Time is 
the only period in which the 
Holy Spirit will ever awaken or 
sanctify an unholy heart; it is the 
only period in which the trans- 
gressor may make application 
for pardoning mercy. In this 
view, time possesses a value, 
which may fitly be compared 
with eternity. 
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In a more general view of 
things, we may forcibly discover 
the value of time. It is the pe- 
riod in which the Lord Jesus 
makes up his mediatorial king- 
dom. As a reward for all his 
sufferings and toils, for an ever- 
lasting attestation of the tri- 
umphs of truth over all the de- 
vices of evil, and for a perfect 
display of all the moral perfec- 
tions of Jehovah, God has prom- 
ised to give to Christ a kingdom, 
of which he is to be the proprie- 
tor and prince forever. This 
kingdom is to consist, principally, 
of the Redecmed. Holy angels 
may be included in the eternal 
kingdom of Christ; but they 
cannot constitute the material 
part. The blessedness of these 
can never display his mediatorial 
character, nor the riches of di- 
vine mercy. The highest praise 
that will ever be heard in heav- 
en, will be the song, “ Thou art 
worthy, for thou hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood.” A 
song which none can sing but 
those who have laia in the depths 
of sin. “ The ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy.” Those whom Christ has 
ransomed from the power of the 
Destroyer, will constitute the 
glory of his kingdom. This 
kingdom of the redeemed is to 
be collected in time. Between 
the dark hour of man’s fatal 
apostacy, and the solemn morn- 
ing which will sound the archan- 
gel’s trump, the unnumbered 
millions of the redeemed are to 
be collected in the kingdom of 
Christ. When it shall be pro- 
nounced that time shall be nolon- 
ger, his house will be full, his 
supper will be furnished with 
guests, and the door will be shut. 
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This kingdom will be, through 
eternity, the wonder and the 
glory of the universe; and will 
show forever what has been done 
in time. When millions of ages 
shall have rolled away, immor- 
tal intelligencies, looking back to 
this point in duration, will per- | 
ceive it to be the foundation of 
the infinite blessedness then en- 
joyed. 


ing. There is no age in which 
the divine Saviour is not gather- 
ing in his people, none which 
will not afford trophies of his 
victorious grace. For he has 
declared, “ ‘The moth shall eat 
them up like a garment, and 
the worm shall eat them like 
wool: but my righteousness 
shall be forever, and my salva- 
tion from generation to genera- 
tion.” His salvation is ever ad- 
Vancing ; every year carries sons 
and daughters from a world of 
sin to habitations of eternal gio- 


Such being the nature and the 
high privileges of time, as we 
pass over its different stages, 
we pause to enquire what has 
been accomplished in these im- 
mortal interests. The first en- 
quiry with every individual is, 
What have J done, and what has 
God done for my own soul? 
Every sinner may be told with 
safety, the Spirit of God has 
done little or nothing for him. if , 
he has been indifferent himself. | 
If any one who reads these re- 


+) ficctions, or any one who begins | 


his year with serious thoughtful- 
ness, is conscious that he has | 


lived for the last year ina state of | 


stupidity and indifference with 


~) regard to his immortal interests, 


that he has, toa great degree, 
neglected the concerns of his ' 
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In every period of time, | 
the kingdom of grace is advane- | 


’ 


soul. while the objects of the 
world have engaged his chief 
pursuit; he will be intreated to 
remember, that an important pe- 
riod of his probation is passed 
forever, a period in which many 
have been secured in Christ, a 
period which can never be re- 
| Culled.—Those with whom the 
| Holy Spwit of God has been 
striving. whether in a greater or 
less degree, if they have resisted 
the merciful applications of di- 
| vine love, and their hearls have 
| refused to bow to Christ as their 
Lord and Saviour, if they have 
resolved to prefer, for the pre- 
sent, the enjoymentsof the world 
to his holy service; have the 
utmost reason to enquire of 
themselves whether they can 
expect the divine Spirit to call 
again, or whether they shall 
ever be more ready to accept 
the conditions of mercy.—T hose 
who have reason to hope that, in 
the year past, they have found 
the blessings of a Saviour’s love, 
are called upon, by the mightiest 
motives, to be steadily devoted 
to his service, to manifest their 
gratitude by a faithful obedi- 
ence, to examine their exercises 
| and conduct for the constant evi- 
’ dence of their hope, and to labor, 
in the various opportunities which 
God may afford them, for the ad- 
vancement of the holy interests 
of their Lord.—'Those who have 
passe ‘d another year of the Chris- 
tian life, still hoping and trusting 
|in a Saviour’s mercy, with ma- 
ny fears. with great darkness and 
| discouragement ready, at times, 
to relinquish every hope, are to 
remember tht their darkness is 
\the result of unfaithfulness to 
their Lord, mindful of them- 
selvesrather thanofhim. The 
evidence of their Christian stand- 
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ing is not the most important 
object for them to pursue, but 
the service of their Lord, and 
the advancement of his holy 
cause. ‘Those who, in the year 
past, have often experienced 
great comforts in God and in the 
interests of his kingdem, have 
the highest reason to adore his 
grace, to be humble for their in- 
gratitude, and to be earnestly 
devoted to the service of the 
best of Masters. They will 
ever bear in mind that they are 
wholly dependent for the con- 
iinnance of the comforts of 
grace, ard feel the danger of a 
fatal confidence, the usual pre- 
jude of a painful fall. 

‘he review of the past is al- 
ways suited to give us wisdom 
for the future. The errors of 
the past year, which an atten- 
tive retrospect will discover in 
the life ofevery individual. ought 
to produce a solemn resolution to 
avoid, if possible, in the time to 
come, the cruses, the tempta- 
tions, the corruptions, and the 
neglects. by which they have 
been ded astray. A reflection on 
the exceeding long-suffering of 
God, which has continued those 
in a probationary state, who 
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have abused every mercy, and 
forfeited every indulgence, ought | 
to remind them that the day of | 
his compassion will terminate ; | 
that he will not always call on | 
those who refuse to hear ; that he 
has said to the wicked, “ Behold, 
ve despisers, and wonder, and 
perish.” All those who reflect 
with joy on the blessings of di- 
vine grace, which the past year 
has presented to their view, in 
favor of themselves or others, 
will perceive the mest animating 
motive to be wholly devoted to 





fhe holy cause of the Saviour of 
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men. They will bear in mind 
that, inthe advancement of his 
interest, Christ requires the ser- 
vices of his people, that his 
cause will ever be maintained 
through their instrumentality, 
and that there is no one who can- 
not do something for him. God 
has, in a sense, commilted to men 
the care of their own souls, and 
those of their feftow-creatures. 
Millions will perish through the 
wickedness, the neglect, and the 
evil example of others. All 
who have been negligent of these 
things, who have been little af- 
fected by the holy interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
the infinite worth of the souls of 
men, are intreated to consider 
how they shall meet their Lord, 
when he shall require of every 
one to give account for the tal- 
ents committed to his trust. And 
it becomes them to seek with at- 
tention, and strive to improve 
with diligence, every opportuni- 
ty afforded by the passing events 
of divine Providence, to do 
something for the promotion of 
the Redeemer’s cause, in the 
salvation of immortal sinners. 
Various are the means by which 
the kingdom of Christ is built up; 
in the erection of his sacred 
building innumerable laborers 
are employed. As the many 
thousands of Israel were all em- 
ployed in rearing the tabernacle 
in the wilderness, all who are 
now of the true Israel, journey- 
ing to the Canaan of heavenly 
promise, are required to unite 
their exertions in completing the 
spiritual, imperishable building, 
of which the Lord Jesus is the 
chief corner-stone. 

Inthe commencement of the 
year, looking at the scenes around 
us, we discover many things cal- 
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' eatlated to produce the deepest 
. interest in our minds. We dis- 
» cover the tokens of the divine 
displeasure against our country, 


in the contixuance of the nation- 


al war, with all the evils and 


dangers which it necessarily pro- 
duces. No truth can be more 


elear to any reflecting mind, than | 


that the war which oppresses us 
dis an immediate judgment of 
God, evincing his holy displeas- 
“ure at our individual and nation- 
al transgressions. ‘The Most High 
declares war to be one of his sore 


judgments, with which he scour- 


i 


ges the wicked, and, as such, it 
has ever been the punishment of 
iniquity. Every reflecting mind 
will perceive, with the most pain- 
ful sensations, that, instead of 
viewing our common Calamilies 
as the righteous judgments of 
heaven, all are asscribing them 
to political causes, to the errors 
and faults of one another. And, 
as a necessary consequence, very 


’ few are humbling themselves be- 


fore God; few are searching out 


- the provoking causes of the di- 


. vine judgments, or turning with 
_ penilence and amendment to the 
God of justice and mercy, from 
whom we have gone astray. If 
we are blind to our danger, if we 
ace insensible of the true reason 
and nature of our calamities, 
there is cause for a fearful appre- 


-- hension that, in the righteous ap- 
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 pointments of God, they may be 


> long continued. 


h 


While we deplore the divine 


_ frowns, we discover many things 


» in the aspects of Providence, 
consoling and animating to the 
friends of Zion. Amid all the 


» efforts of evil the kingdom of 









Christ is steadily advancing. 
/The triumphs of error will be 


, short; while the dominion of 
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righteeusness, guided by Him to 
whom ail power is committed, is 
rapidly prevailing, advancing to 
its perfect and eternal triumphs. 
The day of the church’s rest is 
assuredly hastening, and its pro- 
gress will be proportionate to the 
efforts of the friends of Zion. 

The smiles of divine Provi- 
dence continue to attend the 
missionary cause, affording its 
friends an abundant reward for 
all their exertions. ‘The demand 
for missionary exertions, in the 
destitute parts of our country, 
appears to be constantly increas- 
ing; and the large number of in- 
fant churches which have been 
formed, with the number of 
evangelical ministers that have 
been settled in various parts of 
the new countries, are pleasing 
tokens of the divine approbation, 
and of the success which has at- 
tended these humble efforts. 
The utility and importance of 
these exertions appear to be 
coustantly increasing in public 
sentiment. The public contri- 
bution in this State for the Mis- 
sionary Society, last May, was 
considerably more than at any 
preceding year. The Missiona- 
ry Society of this State, as they 
have been enabled to pursue the 
object of their institution in a 
more regular and systematic 
manner, than any other Mission- 
ary Society in this country, has 
always been favored with the 
particular blessing of divine Prev- 
idence. As they are now exten- 
ding the field of their labors, it 
may be hoped that the blessing 
of divine grace will accompany 
their missionaries to the distant 
regions of the Missisippi. 

The Foreign Mission of this 
country, supported by the liberak 
exertions of many of the friends 
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of Zion, though called to en-: 


counter many unavoidable dif_i- 
culties in fixing its establish- 
ment, by the accounts recently 
published, in the able Report of 
the Board of Commissioners, 
appears with more favorable 
prospects. Several signal inter- 
positions of divine Providence 
in behalf of the missionaries are 
apparent, while their own confi- 
dence, humility, and perseve- 
rance, afford a pleasing hope of 
their ultimate success. 

Upon our own churches, 
though we see much to lament, 
calling us to humility and re- 
pentance before God, the bles- 
sings of his rich grace continue 
torest. One particular token of 
good ought to be mentioned with 
grateful remembrance. God, in 
his good providence, appears to 
be building up our broken and 
long destitute societies. Re- 
peated instances have occurred 
within afew years, and particu- 
larly inthe year past, in which 
societies, whose prospects for the 
re-establishment of gospel ordi- 
nances have been very discour- 
ageing, havelmade unexpected ef- 
forts for the stated enjoyment of 
these privileges, and those efforts 
have been attended with the 
most pleasing success. In sever- 
al other societies, which are still 
destitute and feeble, a disposition 
of increasing exertion and hope 
is very visible, higly encourage- 
ing to those who are waiting for 
the consolation of Israel. God 
gives a spirit of exertion and a 
spirit of prayer, and he does not 
give them in vain. 

The blessed influences of the 
Holy Spirit, in the past year, 
have been richly shed upon ma- 
ny of our societies and churches. 
If we except the year 1799, there 
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has not probably been a season in 
seventy years, in which there 
have been so many and such dis- 
tinguished revivals of religion, 
in this State, as in the year past. 
A distinguished work of divine 
grace has been enjoyed in Hart- 
ford, Wethersfield, East-Hart- 
ford, Simsbury, Ashford, Coven- 
try. Montville; and, in a number 
of other places, there have been 
the genuine influences of the di- 
vine Spirit, though in a more 
limited extent. In several pla- 
ces there are at the present time 
pleasing revivals, in which the 
work is advancing, in the rich 
displays of sovercign grace. The 
Editors of the Magazine have 
made repeated applications for 
narratives of these revivals, for 
the benefit of their readers, but 
have been, as yet, unsuccessful, 
excepting in the valuable com- 
munication from the Rev. Mr. 
Woodruff of Coventry, contain- 
ed in the present number. They 
entertain a hope, however, from 
assurances which have been re- 
ceived, that the present volume 
will be enriched with a number 
of communications of the same 
kind. 

In these indications of the 
holy presence of God, by the 
merciful influences of his Spirit, 
reviving his work, and prosper- 
ing his cause, the friends of truth 
have great occasion for encour- 
agement, for gratitude and con- 
fidence, and for the exercise of 
all their labors in the vineyard 
of their Lord. ‘They will per- 


ceive, that while God is visiting 
a wicked world with his judg- 
ments, he keeps his eye on his 
prepared habitation, he is ever 
mindful of his promises, he will 
be the holy protector of his cho- 
He has given to his Son, 
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he has given to his people, assu- 
rances of the perpetuity and ul. 
timate triumphs of his salvation ; 
and he is affording constant tes- 
timonies of the security of his 
great design. 

But four ministers have been 
called from the churches of this 
State during the past year. The 
aged and venerable Putnam and 
Ely, the esteemed and faithful 
Mansfield and Mills, have gone 
to give account of their steward- 
ship to their divine Master.— 
Though mysterious his appoint- 
ment, in the removal of the two 
latter, in the midst of usefulness, 





he is never unmindful of a des- 
titute flock, who trust in the 
mercy of the divine Shepherd. 
May the laborers of the vine- 
yard, who still survive, be excited 
to increased fidelity, that, when 
called from the laborious service, 
they may receive the cheering 
approbation of “ Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


—~o+o— 


A Summary View of the portion 
of sacred History contained in the 
Book of Numbers, with Remarks 
on its Authenticity and Inspira- 
tion. 


HIS sacred Book is called 

by the name of Numbers, 
in reference to the nembering of 
the tribes of Isracl, of which it 
contains two several accounts. 
The first is the census which 
was taken in the beginning of 


) the second year after the de- 























= parture from Egypt, an account 
» of which is given in the first 


chapter. The other is the num- 


© bering which was performed by 


Moses and Eleazer in the plains 
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of Moab, after the congregation 
had arrived at the borders of 
Canaan. 

This numbering of the people 
of Israel was particularly im- 
portant on two accounts. It 
was necessary, to show the 
faithfulness of God in carrying 
that great congregation, agree- 
ably to his promise, safely, 
through their long journey in 
the wilderness. They were num- 
bered, near the beginning and at 
the close of their journey, that it 
might be seen, notwithstanding 
the length and difficulties of the 
way, notwithstanding their multi- 
plied rebellions whereby great 
numbers perished by immediate 
judgments, and all that were 
over twenty years old died in 
the wilderness, that the great 
congregation was brought with- 
out diminution to the land of 
promise.—A still more impcr- 
tant reason was that the truth 
of the divine promises to Abra- 
ham, coucerning the prosperity 
and increase of his seed, might 
be fully made known. 

While this venerable patriarch 
was receiving the divine promis- 
es of grace, from the voice of 
God, he says, “ Behold, to me 
thou hast given no seed: and, 
lo, one born in my house is 
mine heir.” He was answered, 
“ This shall not be thine heir ; 
but he that shall come forth 
out of thine own bowels shall be - 
thine heir. And he brought hint; 
forth abroad, aud said; Look 
now toward heaven, and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to num-. 
ber them. And he said unto 
him, So shall thy seed be.” 
Abraham had two sons, one of 
these was made the particular 
heir of the promises of grace. 





Of the two sons.c& Torre > 
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was selected to be the father of 
the chosen seed; and his pos- 
terity constituted the visible 
church of God. While, there- 
fore, the posterity of Ishmael 
am the posterity. of Esau, which 
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the book of Nemvers gives us 
several objects of importance. 
It contains the history of God’s 
ancient people for a period of 
thirly-eight years. ‘The most 
of the events, here recorded, 





are known to have been numer- 


however, took place in the first 





ous, are omitted ; and the seed of | and last of these years. But 
Jacob only is found to contain | few intermediate transactions 
the numbers of a nation, we per- | are mentioned, agreeably to the 
ceive a most striking. perform- | conciseness of the Mosaic histo- 
ance of the divine promises.— | ry, avd only sufficient to exhibit 
From the time that this promise | the wisdom and. justice of the 
was given to Abrsham, to the providential dispensations of 
enumeration of the tribes of Is- | God. 

rael, in the vicinity of Mount! In the conclusion of the book 
Sinai, there were 423 years. | of Exodus, we have ap account 
From: the time that Jacob went | of the erection of the taberna- 
io sojourn in Padan-aram, where | clc, agreeably to the divine ccm- 





his sons. were born, to this 
enumeration, the period is 270 
years. The result oi the enu- 
meration, gave the number of 
men, from twenty years old and 
upwards, 603.550. This was 
exclusive of all females, of all 
males under twenty years, and 
of all the tribe of Levi. From 
this account, the whole number 
of the congregation, according 
to the most judicious. calcula- 
tions, must’ have amounted to 
nearly. three millions of souls. 
“ Tell: the stars if thou be able 


imand:; and of the cloud of the 
divine presence entering, the sa- 
cred curtains, and abiding upow 
the mercy-seat. The book of 
Leviticus coxtains the appoint- 
ment and duties of the sacred 
priesthood, by whom the servi- 
ces of the tabernacle, and the 
public worship of God, were to 
be immediately performed. Af- 
ter the erection of the taberna- 
cle, it was necessary for it to be 
solemnly consecrated to the ser- 
vice of the God of Israel. In 
the seventh chapter of Numbers, 





to pumber them. So shall thy | we have an account of this con- 
seed be.” And, looking through | secralion, accompanied by the 
all. generations, well might he | offerings of the princes of the 
say, “I will make. thy seed as | twelve tribes, performed with a 
the dust of the earth: sothatiif solemnity, a dignity, and a re- 


a man Can number the dust of 
the earth, then shall thy seed al- 
so be numbered.”—The second 
enumeration of Israel, in the 
plains of Moab, gave a result 
very’ similar. to the first. The 
number of meén, from twenty 
yeurs.old and upward, was found 
ty be 601,730. 
In addition to. the nnmbering. 
he coveroeation of Israel, 


_ 


joicing, worthy of the sublimity 
| of the scene. 

The people of Israel are often 
| Called. by God, a rebellious peo- 
| ple. Accordingly, we find in 
the book of Numbers, frequent 
mention of their rebelling against 
God, notwithstanding all the 
miracles of his favor constant- 
ly experienced, with the most 
aggravating provocations. On 
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this account, the special judg- 
ments of an indignant heaven 
were repeatedly poured out up- 
on them, several of which are 
particularly ueticed. Such are, 
the burning at Taberah; the 
leprosy of Miriam; their sen- 
tence to wander forty years in 
the wilderness; the desolation 
by fiery serpents; the plague on 
account of the Midianites ; and 
the destruction of Korah, Da- 
than, and Abiram, with their 
company. ‘These were the im- 
mediate manifestations of the 
divine anger, for their distrust 
of the holy faithfulness of ‘God, 
and for their disobedience of his 
just commands.—But notwith- 
standing the many transgressions 
of this people, they always 
found the God of their fathers 
long-suffering and gracious, abun- 
dant in goodness, and forgiving 
iniquity. In all their disobedi- 
ence, theugh often chastised, his 
loving-kindness was not utterly 


daken from them. Thus, we 


‘have frequent accounts, in this 
book of Numbers, of God’s a- 
verting his threatened judg- 
ments, and staying the progress 
of destruction, at the earnest 
intercession of Moses and Aarmn. 
We see the Lord going before 
his people, in the pillar of a 
cloud, im all their journeyings, 
giving them, continually, the 
bread of manna from heaven, 
causing water to issue from the 
rock, providing an abundance of 
flesh at their call, preserving 
them from the rage of external 
enemies, 2nd internal sedition, 
and, through all. their devious 
wanderings, bringing them, at 
last, to the borders of the land 
of promise.——Tke book of 
Numbers also informs us of the 


’ resignation and death of Aaron, 
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of the conquest of Sihon and 
Og, and their kingdoms, of the 
extraordinary life and death of 
Balaam, and of the appointment 
of Joshua as successor of Moses. 
These are the principal things 
contained in this sacred histori- 
cal book. We will now meution 
a few things to show its credibili- 
ly and divine authorily. 

In our examination of the 
genuineness of the Pentateuch, it 
was found that there is the most 
salisfactory evidence, that these. 
five books ef Moses were actu- 
ally written by ‘that great Proph- 
et, whose name they bear. ‘lhe 
authenticity of this boek, as a 
part of the law of Moses, and 
as the word of God, is attested 
by the sacred writers. Ezcvk. 
xx. 13. “My sabbaths they 
greatly polluted: then I said, J 
will pour out my fury upon them 
in the wilderness, to consume 
them.” ‘This is taken from the 
14th chapter of Numbers. And 
we see that God, by the prophet 
Ezekiel, acknowledges it as his 
own word. The Evangelist 
John observes, “ For these 
things were done, that the scrip- 
ture should be fulfilled: A bone 
ef him shall not be broken.” 


' Quoted from Numb. ix. 12. 


This book was early received by 
the Jews, and always revered by 
them as a genuine work of their 
great Prophet and Lawgiver, un- 
der the guidance of the divine 
Spirit-—A few things will now 
be suggested. 

1. The book of Numbers con- 
tains a particular account, aud 
the only account that exists, of 
the journeyings of the children 
of Israel in the wilderness. That 
this people were long enslaved 
in Egypt, in cruel bondage, that 
they were delivered from the 
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power of their oppressors in a 
miraculous manner, that they 
wandered many years, in the 
wilderness between Egypt and 
Canaan; are truths confirmed 
by all their histories, traditions, 
and historic monuments. Many 
of their customs, rites, and festi- 
vals, observed even at the- pres- 
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the Jewish people. In all their 
historic writings, there are fre- 
quent allusions to the remarka- 
ble itineralious in the wilderuess. 
The same is true of the writings 
of their prophets. These events 
are often noticed by them as 
known to be true. But the most 
pleasing confirmation of their 


ent time, are corroborative proofs | historic Uuths we find in their 


of these events. Should a stran- 
ger from some distant nation, 
many centuries hence, on becom- 
ing acquainted with our country, 
observe that the 22d of Novem- 
ber was celebrated by the peo- 
ple of New-England as an aumu- 
alfestiva!; and should find in 
our histories that on that day of 
a certain year our forefathers are 
said to have landed onthe A- 
merican shore, he would imme- 
diately conclude, this festival 
confirms the truth of the historic 
testimony. Thus, when we find 
that the Passover, and several 
other festivals, have been obser- 
ved by the Jewish people from 
time immemorial, as commemo- 
rative of great national deliver- 
ances, every reasonable person 
will consider these transactions 
as proofs of the veracity of the 
sacred writings. 
the long sojourning in the wil- 
derness, an event so very mate- 
rial in the history of that peo- 
ple. the only account given in 
their authentic writings. is that 


contained in the book of Num-_ 


bers And as it caniot reasona- 
bly be supposed that such an im- 
portant part of their annals could 
be omilted by their historic wri- 
ters, we conclude the history 
contained in this sacred book 
must be true. 

2. The évents recorded in the 
book of Numbers are confirmed 
by the other sacred writings of 





divine songs. It has been usual 
with all nations, whose origin is 
in a remote period of antiquity, 
to preserve the material events 
of their earliest history, in the 
songs of their poels. Some of 


| the best parts of the early histo- 


ry of the Greeks is collected 
from the Poems of Homer and 
Hesiod. Of the most ancient 
history of the British Isles and 
other northern countries, little is 
known except what is preserved 
in the songs of their Bards. 
These are considered, in many 
things, correct sources of history. 
In poetry the Hebrews have ex- 
celled all other people. For the 
noblest strains of poetry that 
have ever becn ultered, we must 
look to the book of Psalms. 
Some of the psalms were writ- 





With regard to | 


ten by Moses and others, but the 
greater part were from the pen 
of David. In these psalms, we 
find the most animated com- 
memoration of the deliverance 
from Egypt, of the passage 





through the Red Sea, of the so- 
journiags in the wilderness, 
and their arrival in the land of 
Canaan. “ Thou leddest thy 
people like a flock by the hand 
of Moses and Aaron.—He clave 
the rocks in the wilderness, and 
gave them drink as out of the 
great depths.—He rained down 





flesh also upon them as dust, and 
feathered fowls like as the sand 
of thesea.-—Oh, give thaaksunto 
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the Lord; for his mercy endur- 
eth forever —To him which led 
his people through the wilder- 
ness :—which smote great kings : 
and slew famous kings :—Sihon 
king of the Amorites:—and Og 
the King of Bashan : for his 
mercy endureth forever.” All 
these refer to the events record- 
ed in the book of Numbers. 
In the 106th psalm, we havea 
particular review of all the most 
important events which occurred 
in the long journey from Egypt 
to Canaan. These poetic com- 
memorations of the historic 
events recorded in this sacred 
book, ages afler the events oc- 
curred, are a strong and satisfac- 
tory confirmation of their truth. 

3. This portion of sacred his- 
tory is confirmed by subsequent 
events. Joshua is well kuown 
to have been the successor of 
Moses as leader of Isracl, and 
was their commander in the 
conquest of Canaan. His nom- 
ination to this high office is men- 
tioned near the conclusion of ihe 
book of Numbers. The coun- 
tries which are here said to have 
been conquered from the kings 
of Heshbon and Bashan, are 
known to have been in succeed- 
ing times, in possession of the 
people of Israel.—In this book 
we have an account of the ap- 
plication of the tribes of Reu- 
ben and Gad, and half of ihe 
tribe of Manasseh, for their in- 
heritance on the eastern side of 
Jordan; which was given them 
by Moses. In after times, those 
two tribes and a half are known 
to have inhabited those coun- 
tries—We find in this book 
an account of the appointment 
of cities of refuge to which the 
manslayer might flee, and avoid 
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the pursait of the avenger of 





13 
Ilood. These citics remained 
and this custom continued 


through many succeeding ages. 
All the histories of the Jews es- 
tablish the fact that in early 
times, their sacred ark of the 
covenant, which was the plaice 
of the most solemn worship of 
God, was inclosed in a moveable 
tibernacle. ~ Our fathers,” says 
the first Christian maityr, “ had 
the tabernacle of witness in the 
wilderness, as he had appoin- 
ted.” Under the curtains of the 
tabernacle, the ark of God con- 
tinued till * Solomon built him 
an house.” ‘The book of Num- 
bers discovers to us the original 
design of this tabernacle. It 
was erected during the journey 
in the wilderness, when the 
church of God had no continu- 
ing residence, but were constant- 
ly journey ing and removing from 
one place to another. In all 
their removals the tabernacle 
was taken down, and, together 
with the ark of God, accompan- 
ied all their itinerations. And 
one great reason why God suf- 
fered the ark of his covenant to 
| cortinue so long under the sacred 
tent, before he selected a fixed 
habitation was, undoubtedly, to 
continue in the remembrance of 
many generations, the great 
event of his miraculous presence 
in the wilderness, leading his 
people by wight and by day. 
And after the temple was erect- 
ed, the ark of God which was 
constructed in the wilderness was 
placed in the holy of holies, 
containing a pot of manna and 
Aaron’s rod that budded, ex- 
pressly deposited for the com- 
memoration of these events, and 
continued there till the Babylo- 
nish captivity. Thus, for near 














900 years, that people hada 
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continued ‘testimonial before 
their eyes of the truth of the 
great events recorded in this sa- 
cred book. That brings us down 
to the historic age, when events 
are amply attested.—In the 21st 
chapter of Numbers we are in- 
formed of a severe plague of fie- 
ry serpents, which God sent up- 
on Israel. Moses, at the divine 
command, erected a brazen ser- 
pent, to which.all who were in- 
fected with the malady were 
directed to look and be healed. 
Esculapius, the father of the sci- 
ence of medicine among the 
Greeks, had for his device a ser- 
pent. This is believed, with 
good reason, to have been deriv- 
ed from the brazen serpent of 
Moses. 

4. In looking for the internal 
evidence of credibility, of the 
book of Numbers, we shall fiad 
it full and satisfactory. We-find 
the holy character of the Deity 
uniformly maintzined. Though 
often introduced, though fre- 
quently mentioncd as noticing 
the events which took place 
among that people, he appears, 
in all cases, as a God of infinite 
holiness, justice, and truth. The 
sauwe God who sent his sore 
plagucs upon Lgy pt, who opened 
a path for his chosen through 
the sea, still is seen leading his 
people like a flock, by the hands 
of ‘his faithful servants, guiding 
them by his wisdom, and pro- 
tecting them by his powcr. In 
the view of the divine character 
here given, God is exhibited as 
possessing the utmost hatred of 
iniquity. In the destruction of 
Ksorah and his company, in the 
burning at 'Taberah, in the plague 
after the giving of the quails, in 
the desolation for the connection 
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God is verily angry with the 
wicked every day. In his arrest- 
ing the progress of ihese deserv- 
ed judgments. in bis ‘healing the 
bitter waters of Marah, in the 
erection of the brazen serpent 
for the cure of those who had 
been wounded, we discover his 
great imercies to the evil and 
aunthankful. The bitter wa- 
tersof Marah are mentioned by 
the great Roman naturalist, 
Pliny, in his natural history.— 
A remarkable characteristic of 
Jehovah appears very strikingly, 
in this book; to wit, hearing 
prayer. At the time of the re- 
bellion and profane offering of 
Korah and his associates, “ ‘he 
Lord spake unto Moses and un- 
to Aaron, saying, Separate your- 
selves from among this congrega- 
tson, that I may consume them 
in a moment. And they fell 
upon their faces, and said, O 
God, the God of the spirits of 
all flesh, shall one man sin, and 
wilt thou be wroth with all the 
congregation?” The Lord heard 
their prayer, and punished the 
immediate offenders, and spared 
the residue. After the death of 
these criminals, “ all the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel 
murmured agaiust Moses and 
against Aaron, saying, Ye have 
killed the people of the Lord.” 
Never was there a complaint 
against God, more unreasonable 
or more aggravatedly wicked, 
than this. Accordingly, he spake 
to Moses and Aaron, * Get you 
up from among this congrega- 
tion, that 1 may consume them 
as ina moment.” ‘The faithful 
prophets fell upon their faces and 
prayed; Aaron rese and offered 
incense to make atonement, and 
the plague was stayed. Thus, 


with the Midianites, we see that that terrible God who executes 
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vengeance, is disarmed, (so to 
speak,) by the earnest interces- 
sion of his faithful people. We 
see in this book, the long-suffer- 
ing and faithfulness of God.— 
Notwithstanding all the rebel- 
lion, the murmuring, and the dis- 
obedieuce, of his people, agreea- 
bly to his covenant with their 
fathers, he bears long with them, 
carries them in safety, and brings 
them to the borders of the prom- 
ised land. In addition to the 
consideration of the propriety of 
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and make of him a great nation. 
That faithful saint begged of 
God to change his threatening, 
and stay his wrath. The Lord 
heard his. prayer, but declared 
that none of the congregation, 
over twenty years old, should 
enter the promised land. Ac- 
cordingly, they all fell in the wil- 
derness. ‘his is agreeable to 
the holy dealings of God.—One 
of the most iatcresting narra- 
tives contained in this sacred 





book is the history of Balaam. 


the divine character, as here} The character of God, the char- 


given, the whole narrative of the | 


acter of wicked men, the safety 


sacred historian is worthy of the | of the church, and the universal 


dignity of the subject. In all 
parts, it is extremely concise, 
grave, and solemn, nothing to 
flatter the curiosity of the vain 
aatiquary, nothing omitted which 
could be essential to the interests 
of the Church, nothing recorded 
which is not most useful and 
important. Through the book, 
the purest morals are inculcated, 
a most sacred regard to the di- 
vine law, and, though many vi- 
ces and crimes are mentioned, 
it is always done with a marked 
censure, and, generally, with a 
notice of the special display of 
divine indignation. The Sab- 
bath-breaker, because he diso- 
beyed the ordivance of the Lerd, 
is stoned todeath. In this book 
we see the reason why Israel 
travelled forty years in the wil. 
derness, instead of going directly 
from Egypt to Canaan. When 
Moses sent out twelve messen- 
gers, one from each tribe, to 
view the land, and they brought 
an unfavorable account of the 
country, the people murmured 
exceedingly, and demanded to 
be led back to Egypt. On thie 
occasion, God. declared to Moses 
he would destroy that people, 


government of Jehovah, are, 
perhaps, as brilliantly depicted, 
in this narration, as in any part 
of the sacred writings. And a 
carefal observer will see it all. to 
be perfectly consistent with truth, 
and with the most known priuci- 
ples of divine and human con- 
duct. 

5. We are now prepared for 
our last observation upon this 
portion of the Mosaic history, 
which is, that this book of 
Numbers was written uuder the 
guidance and inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost. ‘That it was writ- 
ten by Moses, who was eminent- 
ly endued with the supernatural 
gilts of divine grace, has been 
before shown. From a variety 
| of considerations, we have seen 
that the narrative of events. 
contained in this book, is true. 
And from a careful consideration 
of the internal evidence of cred- 
ibility which it contains, we find 
it to be fully satisfactory. ‘The 
just representation of God, oi: 
moral truth, of divine dealings, 
in mercies and judgments; here 
given, could never be the work of 





human invention, but must have 
come from the Spirit of Goi. 








16 


. . . “, . . . 1 . 
A constant series of miracles is Holy Spirit, and wala promises 
narrated, which no reasonable | of great merey consiaitlly iuidi- 


person would dare to record, 
witheut thie guidance of the di- 
vine Spirit. In this book are 
some striking declarations of pro- 
phecy. The most eminent are | 
those of Balaam. For the faith- 
ful fulfilment of Uhese predictions, 
we have only to luok at all the | 
history of that people. In this | 
accomplishincul, we see the spi- | 
rit of truth by whom they were | 
| 





indited. The most remarkable 
of these predictions is the pro- | 
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ling. ‘They disobeyed God, 
they murmured against him and 
all liis appointments, and he de- 
stroyed them in his wrath. Man 
is, substantiaily, the same still ; 
the divine government is always 
the same. 

In all the chastisemeuts of 
Heaven, a remnant will be say- 
ed. All who came out of Egypt, 
over Livenly years old, died in 
the wilderucss, but their posteri- 
ty, purified by divine judg- 


phecy of Cirist: “1 shall see | ments, were brought to the in- 


him, but vot zow; I shail be- | heritance of Canaan. 


God is 


hold him, bul not nigh: there | indeed terrible in his judgments, 


shall come a slar out of Jacob, 
and a sceptre shall rise out of 
Israel, and shall smite the corn- 
ers of Moab, and destroy all the 
children of Sheth.” ‘This star 
was the despised babe of Beth- 
lehem, was the abused prisoner 
of Gabbatha, was the groaning 
sufferer of Caivary. ‘The scep- 
tre rose out of Israel, when it 
departed from Shiloh, when He 
appeared, of whom Isaiah had 
said, “ The government shall be 
upon his shoulders.” At his re- 
surreclion, Christ assumed the 
sceptre of universal government, 
he holds it stil), and he wiil hold 
it for ever and ever. ‘This pro- 
phecy was from that Holy Spirit, 
who alone “ knew the knowledge 
of the Most High.” 

From the sacred history con- 
tained in the book of Numbers, 
it appears, that the enjoyment 

ef spiritual privileges is no se- 
curity against disobedience, or 
the judgments of God. Israel, 
at this period, were distinguish- 
ed in the highest manner, with 
the blessings of God's provi- 
dence, with divine ordinances, 
with the special presence of the 


bul of great merey aud faithtul- 
ness to his people * kor a small 
moment have I forsaken thee, 
but with great mercies will f 
cather thee. Ina litle wrath 
I hid my face from thee for a 
moment ; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on 
thee, sailh the Lord thy Re- 
deemer.” 


_—p - 


Mrssrs. Enirens, 

THE God of Zion still lives, 
and his merciful promise, instead 
of thy fathers, shall be thy chil- 
dren, is in our day fulfilling to 
the joy of his churches. With 
glad voice, let the whole church 











in heaven and on earth, make a 
| joyful noise unto Ged ; let her 
| seng forth the honor of his name, 
and make his praise glorious. It is 
matter of inexpressible joy to 
every pious wind, while viewing 
the melancholy picture, theearth 
uow exhibits, particularly the 
grevt porlion of itin which we 
live, lo see the arm of the Lord 
revealed as itis, in the convic- 
‘lion, Conversion, and sanelifica- 
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tion of sinuers, for whom Christ 
died. 


At your desire, Rev. Breth- 
ren, the following narrative of a 
special work of Divine grace in 
North Coventry, is presented for 
your perusal, and itis at your 


’ disposal. 
Pe The goodness and mercy of 
» God to this little branch of his 


vineyard, ever since a Church 

_was first formed in this place, 
Oct. 8th, 1745, is truly deserv- 

ing of the grateful remembrance, 

‘and thanklul praise ef this people. 

Within the term of sixty-nine 

¥ years, there have been five sea- 
sons of particular awakening, 
from the presence and Spirit of 
, Ged. Two remarkable revivals 





t fn the days of their first pastor 
h ihe venerable Mr. Strong, whose 
4 memory and praise are yet in 
2 the Churches. One. not so ex- 
7 tensive, which began when they 
ce. | ‘were in a vacant state, about 
_ eighteen months after the dis- 
~. mission of the Rev. Mr. Skin- 
We ner, Oct. 1798, and two since 
* the commercement of the pre- 
+ sent century. 
es, | The revival with which the 
ad great Head of the Church, was 
a pleased to favor and bless this 
lo people in the years 1808 and 
th 1809, afforded indeed a grateful 
ch » refreshing from the Lord’s pre- 
ea |» sence. During that harvest sea- 
her |, S00, about seventy souls, by a 
we, || Public profession, were added to 
Lis the Lord. Those who then 
rm named the name of Christ. 
‘ing With few exceptions, have appa- 
rth @ rently walked worthy of their 
ao | high vocation. 
i After a season of great dark- 
; wir - ness and cold formality in reli- 
on ' gion, through the years 1811 
ne sk and 1812, near the close of the 
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year 1813, about the middle of 
Nov. it became very evident, 
that God still had this branch of 
his Zion in remembrance, and 
that he had come down by the 
mighty power of his Spirit and 
grace, to revive his werk, and 
refresh again the hearts of his 
children. His merciful presence 
was visible as the light. This 
work of God first made its ap- 
pearance among the young mar- 


| ried people and youth; after- 


wards, it extended, in particular 
instances, to persons in the me- 
ridian of life, and to children; 
though almost wholly confined 
to persons of the former descrip- 
tien. 

A number of young persons, 
nine or ten, whose minds were 
known to each other, by agree- 
ment assembled in a_ private 
dwelling one evening. and early 
delegated a committee from their 
number to call on their minister, 
and invite him to spend the 
evening in their circle. Every 
countenance seemed to express 
with glad solemnity all that is 
comprized in the words of Cor- 
nelius to Peter, Now, therefore, 
we are all here present before God, 
to hear all things, that are com- 
manded thee of God. The even- 
ing was improved im religious 
conversation, reading, praycr, 
and singing of hymns; a time 
to be remembered with joy of 
heart to eternity, and thanksgiv- 
ings to God. ‘The week follow- 
ing. the same young persons, 
with the addition of two or three 
others, by their own appoint- 
ment, were again assembled, and 
their minister invited to be with 
them. The meeting was very 
solemn. 

At their desire, a third meet. 
ing was now — at my 
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own house, to be attended on 
Tuesday evening of the next 
week, where religious meetings 
are still held, and are well at- 
tended by a very respectable 
number of our youth and chil- 
dren, many of whom we hope 
are dear to God by the indisso- 
Juble bonds of his mercy, grace, 
aud love. 

That such meetings were in- 
stiluled for the instruction and 
benefit of the young. began now 
to be whispered throughout the 
society ; soon after which the 
meetings hecame crowded. Di- 
vine grace in conviction seemed 
to distil as the dew, on the minds 
of many, and furnished a promis- 
ing prospect of a rich ingather- 
ing of souls. 

Within a few weeks it was 
known that about seventy minds 
had sustained an alarm, in dif- 
ferent parts of the society, fifty 
of which seemed under the gen- 
uine work of the law, which we 
trust has since done the office of 
a school-master to bring them to 
Christ. 

This work of Divine grace 
opened to view among us, at a 
time unexpected; many were 
hoping for such a season, and 
doubtless, some were fervently 
praying for its commencement. 
But as a Church, as a people, we 
seemed taken by surprise, and 
for wonder and joy of heart, we 
could scarcely believe what our 
eyes and ears did testify. The 
blind, by the powerful influences 
of God, the Holy Ghost, were 
brought by a way that they knew 
not; darkness became light before 
them, and crooked things were 
made straight.— Instances of con- 
viction and of hopeful conversion 
were adinirably dispersed through 


in North Coventry. {J an. 
different parts of the society. — 
Persons living miles from each 
other, and who had had no per- 
sonal interviews op religious 
concerns, were subjects of like 
impressions and exercises of 
mid; and what is worthy of 
notice, aud furnishes the serious 
contemplative mind with a true 
exhibition of the discriminating 
grace aud sovereiguty of God in 
the salvation of men, most re- 
ceived their first impressions a- 
bout the same time, ene taken 
here and there, and others left. 

While individual families 
seemed almost allogether occu- 
pied, in the concerns of the soul, 
others seemed wholly unconcern- 
ed. Less opposition to the good 
work has appeared, than what is 
common. ‘lhe strictest regular- 
ity has been uniformily maiv- 
tained in all religious meetings, 
multiplied and attended in dif- 
ferent parts of the parish, from 
first to last. Several instances 
among the subjects of the work 
are somewhat peculiar, but I 
deem it inexpedient, and not 
likely to subserve the true inter- 
est of Zion, to describe particular 
cases. Besides, such a descrip- 
tion might occupy several pages 
in your useful publication, which 
may now be filled with more 
important matter. 

A great proportion of the 
hopeful converts, have beer 
brought out remarkably clear, 
and the course of duty made 
plain before them; others less 
clear, and others still lingering. 
Those that have already made 
a profession of religion, have 
come with apparent diffidence 
and meekuess to the duty, and 
have generally manifested deep 
concern, lest they should dis- 
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‘honor that holy religion, which 
they had been led to view above 
every thing else precious. 
* Onthe first Sabbath in March, 
3814,twenty-two young persons 
‘Were admitted to the commun- 
fon of the Church. Twenty 
have been received into our 
@amber since that time. Inthe 


é 










mission. 
of thankfulness, by 
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pestilence was sent in among us, 
and called away numbers by 
death, in a very sudden and 
alarming manner, mostly mem- 
bers of the Church, and persons 
ofexemplary piety. ‘They died 
in such a manner, as we rarely 
see even good people die, anima- 
ted to an uncommon degree, with 


gment of charity, twelve or | the blessed hope of a joyful ree- 
rleen others, whenever they | urrection from the grave, to a 
all ask the privilege, will be | glorious immortality. 
med proper candidates for | 
It is accounted mat. | 
the | 


A sweet, 
a calm, a rational resignation to 
God’s will appeared in all, and 
some, having been Ied in a pe- 


Wriends of Zion, that nothing | culiar m:uner to see the salva- 


€ensurable has appeared in the 
lives of any who have recently 
professed Christianity. We hope 
that the work is not yet ended, 
re are yet many considerate 
Minds, which we trust the Lord 
@esigns to ingathér. 

© The character of this work of 
Wovercign Divine mercy and 
“Grace may be expressed in a few 
Words: peculiarly pleasant, pow- 





- erful, still, attended with deep 
~tand silent convictions, accom- 


anied by little terror, souls 
eetly constrained to humble 
emselves before God in affect- 
zy and affectionate repentance, 
d their hearts wonderfully 
fepared to receive the blessing 
forgiveness, and a good hope 
through grace of eternal life. 

+) The church isin great harmo- 
‘Ry, and love among brethren 


Yprevails Public worship on the 
Lord’s day, is well attended. 








~ One event in Providence, we | 


@esire to recognize with deep hu- 
‘Bility, mirgled with joyful grat- 


tude. 
- After aseason of uncommon 


alth, enjoyed by this people. 
dthe good work of grace in 


any former period, a sweeping 


tion of the Lord, expressed an 
earnest desire to depart and be 
nith Christ which 1s far better 
than to continue in the body, 
By others, heavenly music the 
melody of angels was heard. 
They seemed as much refreshed 
in death at the idea of putting 
off this clayey tabernacle that 
they might have a building of 
God, an house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens, as 
did the hopeful converts to the 
faith in being born of the Spirit, 
brought out of darkness into 
God’s marvellous light. This 
was indeed pleasant dying, and 
the beholder could not avoid re- 
iterating the words of wisdom, 
Better is the day of one’s death 
than the day of onc’s birth. 

This distressing, yet pleasant 
mortality, strange as it may 
seem, diverted the public atten- 
tion. for a time, from the consid- 
eration of the ONE THING 
NEEDFUL. It seemed to 
check the progress of the work 
of groce among us, and it neve: 
has appeared since as 
that ciger thirst for instriction, 


before : 





promising a state, perhaps as | 


and vivid 
the avvancement of the kinre- 


‘ 
. > . 
»' ‘eile Bs Gee ry vyer** ye th) ape: 


rah for God’s glors T 


dam + 
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ed never fully to revive. The 
way of Jehovah 1s in the sea, his 
path amidst the mighty waters, his 
footsteps ave not known. Clouds 
and — are round about him. 
Who by searching can find out 
we Piet ig can fi 

Among the means which prob. 
ably have contributed to this, 
the pleasantest and most delight- 
ful season perhaps which this 
church ever saw, two things may 
be named. God did put it into 
the hearts of many of his fe- 
male friends in this town A. D. 
1812, to form themselves into an 
association, for pious and charit- 
able purposes. This Friendly 
Society, united its exertions for 
the suppression of every thing 
that is unamiable in the female 
character, and for the further. 
ance of things praise-worthy and 
excellent. 

Io all their gatherings togeth- 
er from time to time. for the pur- 
pose of devising and carrying 
into execution measures where- 
by they might be useful both to 
the risen and rising generation, 
and the cause of Zion, the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for sinners, that 
he might redeem them from all in- 
iguty, has been present. He 
has heard their prayers for the 
outpouring of the spirit of grace, 
he has listened to their melodi- 
ous voices, tuned in psalms, and 
hy mans, and spiritual songs for his 
praise, and has given them his 
blessing. 

The God of mercy contizue 
to smile upon them, and on all 
associations of a similar nature, 
and give success to all their fu- 
ture exertions. 

The second meais, is the for- 
mation of a moral society, in 
conformily to the Connecticut 





Constitution, for the prometion 


of good morals; for the sup- 
pression of the more epen and 
flagrant vices, such as Sabbath 
breaking, particularly by stran- 
gers within our gales, travelling 
upon our more public roads, and 
more especially since the com- 
mencement of the present war, 
with their teams of cattle and 
horses, and in their pleasure car- 
riages; and for the suppression 
of intemperance, idleness, and 
profane swearing. Every effort 
hos more than answered our 
most sanguine expectations. 
Blees ye the Lord all ye his 
works in all places of his domi- 
ions. Let the saints be joyful in 
glory. For the Lord takcth pleas- 
ure in his people ; he will beautify 
the meck with salvation, 
Your Brother 
in the work of the 
Christian ministry. 
Erum. T. Wooprver. 
Nov, 16, #814. 


—<+ Ce 


For tHE Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE, 


On 2 Kings v. 18. 


Tux writer of the Remarks 
on 2 Kings v. 18, in the Maga- 
zine for September 1814, thinks 
this passage may be made clearer 
by translating the Hebrew, ren- 
dered “when I bow myself io 
the house of Rimmon,” “ when 
I bowed myself, &o,” Admit- 
ting that the Hebrew sometimes 
departs from the general rule 
respecting the perfect and future 
tenses, the construction proposed 
is unsuitable to the circumstan- 
ces. Naaman had hitherto been 


an habitual idolater, defled with. 
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all the abominations of heathen- 
ism, and now for the first time 
promises to offer sacrifices only 
to the God of Isracl. Does he 
then upon the strength of this 
promise, ask pardon for the sin 
of bowing in the house of Rim- 
mov, when his master leaned 
ou his hand, as if this had been 
the extent of his idolatry ? Does 
not his previous promise imply 
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was not asin. If he was going 
to bow himseif iv the house of 
Rimmon, merely out of com- 
plaisance to the King, as being 
in company with him, why does 
he particularly notice the King’s 
leaning on his hand ? Why does 
he intreduce the subject, with 
first introducing the King’s going 
into the house of Rimmon,. to 
worship there, ami then his lean- 


that he had not merely bowed! ing on Naaman’s hand, before 


himself, before an idol out of | 


complaisance to the King, but 
had of his own accord, offered 
sacrifices to idols? Surely such 
a conlession from such a man 
must have astonished the pro. 
phet, and have made him suspect 
that this convert had lost the 
use of his reason. | 

But according to the present 
rendering, the congection is per- 
fectly evident. Naaman prom- 
ises to sacrifice henceforth only 
to the God of Israel, but begs 
that the practice of bowing 
himself in the house of Rim- 
mon, when his master bowed, 
leaning on Naaman’s hand, may 
not be imputed to him as a sin. 
This he expected to continue, 
and yet, feared it might subject 
him to the anger of the God of 
Israel. 

According to Naaman’s state- 
ment, the practice he pleads for 





he says a word about his bowing, 
unless, because the King’s lean- 
ing on Naaman’s hand when he 
worshipped, made it necessary 
for Naaman to bow himself at 
the same time? it is not the 
King’s preseace, but his leaning 
on his hand, that is Naaman’s 
plea; and it is plain he meant 
the prophet should understand 
that he bowed himself, only for 
the convenience of the King.— 
His bowing himself in this way, 
was a purt of his office, as the 
person the King made use of to 
lean upon. Yet as the act of 
the King was abominable to 
God, Naaman might apprehand 
that he himself, as subservient 
to it, and as apparently worship- 
ping, would be an object of the 
divine abhorrence. In this view, 
the answer of the prophet does 
honor to his own shetvttes and 
the character of his God. 
P. 


—oms 
Fifth Annual Meeting of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. 
(Concluded from Vol. VIL. p. 476.) 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE BOARD. 


The American Board of Commissioners for J’oreign Missions in ac’ 
count current with Jeremiah Evarts, their Treasurer, Dr. 


To cash paid iat pa 1, 1813, to August 31, 1814, in conformity 


orders of the Board, 


the Prudential Committee, from No. 53, to N° 
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79 inclusive, for expenses incurred in the prosecution of the objects of the 
Board $7,071 62 


To losses by counterfeit bills received indonations, 6 00--$7,077 62 
To balance carried to the credit of new account, 


Sept. 1, 1814, 13,467 53 





$20,546 15 


Contra Cr. 
By balance brought to the credit of new account, Sept. 1, 
1813, as appears by the Auditor’s certificate of Sept. 11,1813, $8,077 59 
By cash received in donations, between Sept. 1, 1813, and 
August 31, 1814, inclusive, viz. 


September, 1815, - - - - $1,700 83 
October, - - - - - - 509 22 
November, - . - - ~ - 566 06 
December, - - - - - 220 55 
January, 1814, - - - - 1,841 23 
February, OF. rin wey fen ee IP 
Murch, - - - + + +8873 
April, - - - - - - 1,175 27 
May, - - - - - - - 590 92 
June, - - - - - - 1,340 75 
ee ee 
August, - - - - - - 164 95 


September, - - - =  - 2,190 69——12,008 Si 
By cash received as income of stock and interest on notes 
during the year preceding August 31,1814, - - - = 458 65 


$20,545 15 


A STATEMENT OF THE EXPENDITURES OF THE BOARD FROM SEPT. 1, 1813, 
To auc. 31, 1814, mncLusIve.* 


Oct. 8, 1818. Paid for 100/ sterling exchange, at 15 per cent. discount, 
the avails of which to be remitted to Calcutta and expended under the 
direction of the Committee of the Board at that place, in forwarding the 
translation and publication of the Holy Scriptures in the vernacular 
tongues of Asia, - - - - . - $377 78 

March 15, 1814. Paid for 250/. sterling, exchange, 
at 8 per cent. discount to be remitted on the same 


account, - - - - . - - 1,022 22 
July 23. Paid for 385/. 14s. 3d. at 12 1-2 per cent. 
discount, to be remitted onthe same account, 1,500 00—-$2,900 00 


Sept. 17, 1813. Paid for 1002. exchange, at 14 
r cent. discount, the avails of which to be remit- 
ted from London to Calcutta, for the payment of 
the salaries and extraordinary expenses cf the 
missionaries, - . - ~ ~ - - § S82 22 
June 22, 1814. Paid for 250/. exchange, at 9 1-2 
per cent. discount, for the same purpose, - - 1,005 55 
Also for 39/ 4s. 5d. at 11 per cent. discount, for 
the same purpose, - - 2 Ve - = 155 16——1,542 93 


Carried forward $4,442 93 
__* It is thought better to frublish the expenses in this way, than to copy 
the accounts.at full length under their respective dates. : 
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Brought forward, $4,442 93 
July 23. Paid for 552 16s 6d. exchange, at 14 


per cent. discount for the same purpose, - - 213 33 
27. Paid for 10d. exchange, at 14 per cent. dis- 

count for the same purpose, ft - 38 22 
Aug. 3. Paid for 278/, 2s. exchange, at 12 per 

cent. discount for the same purpose, - - 1,087 69 
Dec. 10, 1813 Paid toward the expenses of 

Messrs. James Richards, jun. and Edward Warren, 

— , Obtaining their medical education at Phile- 


del 
Rent ril 18, 1814. “Paid to Mr. Barr Baldwin, on 

account of the expenses of his education with a 

view to een. aS a missionary, - - - - 100 00 
Paid at different times for books purchased for 

the board including a copy'of Rees’s Cy clopedia for 

the use of our missionaries, - - - 225 93 
Travelling expenses of the members of the Board 

in attending the annual meeting at Boston, Sept 15, 

1813, - . - - - 224 87 
Other contingent expenses of said meeting, - - - $691 
Expense of printing, 1,250 copies of the eport 

of the Board, embracing the various documents 

laid before them at their annual meeting, - - § 93 15 
All other printing during the year, including 

blank stationary, anc Plan < of the exercises of the 





1,339 24 


. - 145 50 





annual meeting, - - - - 20 35 113 50 
Toward necessary expenses in prosecuting the 

suit for Mrs Norris's any of 30,000, oa we em EED 
Contingent > ses of the missionaries before 

they sailed from Salem, - SO Page oe) +e) ee 
Cash paid by the Prudential Committee in trav- 

elling expenses, in attending meetings on the busi- 

ness of the Board, and refunded to them, - eee 
Paid by the Corresponding Secretary for a press 

for the seal of the Board, - $4 00 
For postage and stationary, - = = = 4 1D ———mn-—8 10 
Paid by the Treasurer for postage, on t 20 46 
For astamp fora draft, - 75 
For a trunk to be deposited at one of ‘the banks 

containing the property of the Board, - - - 400 
For stationary, - - - - - 60——-—25 81 
Sexton’s bill for services m the ‘emuenl meeting, - - - 4 00 
Postage paid by a member cf the Board, - - - - - 175 
Paid ter brokerage in purchasing exchange, oe - 7% 
Losses by counterfeit bills reccived in éemations, $6 60 
Discount on uncurrent bills. —- - — & OG 10 06 


Allowance to the Treasurer for his services du- 


ring the year preceding the annual meeting, in 


Sept. 1813, - mee om - - += 39000 


$7,077 62 


¢ This was a donation to the Board, and of course was charged ant 
credited at the current rate of exchange for small bilte. 
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THE AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE. 


New- Haven, Sept. 16, 1814. 
Turs certifies that I have examined the accounts of the Treasurer of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, for the year 
ending the 2!st of August, 1314, and have found the same correctly cast, 
and well vouched, and that the balance of Thirteen ‘Thousand Four 
Hundred and Sixty Seven Dollars, and Fifty-three Cents, in notes, bank 
stock, and cash remain in the Treasury ; which sum is accounted for in 
the Trial Balance, dated August 31, 1814. 
$13,467 53. De Luzun DEFoREsT, 4uditer. 


Inthe Trial Balance above mentioned the particulars, which compose 
the following sums, are given. 


In notes on interest, - - = = 2 = $6,765 67 
Inbank stock, -  - - - °°. 2 © - 5,150 00 
In notes not on interest, - . - - . - - 287 81 
In a draft on demand, - - - - - - - - $5419 
Deposited at the New-England, Hartford, and “agle Banks, 2,614 56 
In the hands of the Prudential Committee to mect contingent 

expenses, - - . - . - - - - - 295 30 





©13,467 53 


Brought forward §& 171 50 


DONATIONS TO SUPPORT FOREIGN ; 
From the Foreign Missicn- 


MISSIONS AND TO AID IN TRANS- 





LATING THE SCRIPTURES. 


Sept. 1, 1814. Froma lady, 
by the Rev. Jonathan Burr of 
Sandwich, $1 50 
13. From Mrs. Lois 
Partridge, of Hattield, 
by the Rev.Dr. Lyman, $5 00 
From the Rev. David 
H. Williston, of ‘Tun- 


ary Society cf Springfield and 

the neighboring towns, by the 

Hon. George Bliss, Esq. the 

‘Treasurer, 82 00 
A collec:ion after the Rev. 

Mr. Richards’s Sermon before 

the Board, 126 76 
16. From the Female 

Cent Society in Shore- 

ham, Ver. by the Rev. 


bridge, Vermont, 50 00 President Davis, $24 58 

From a female friend From Ejisha Sheldon, 
of missions ii Goshen, Esq. of Sheldon, Ver. 10 00--34 58 
Mass. 1 00--56 00} From the FemaleCent 

From the Female Foreign Scciety in Uxbridge, 


Mission Society of Wethers- Mass. by the Rev. Dr. 
field Con. by Miss Nancy Worcester, half to mis- 
Marsh, the Treasurer, 62 00] sions and half to trans- 
14. Fromthe Female Be- lations, 10 6@ 
neficent Society in New-Ca- From individuals in 
naan, by Mrs. Sarah Bonney, North Salem, N. Y. re- 
the Treasurer. 535 00 | mitted by Mr. Herman 
15. From Mrs. Rowe, of Dagegctt to the Rev. Dr. 
og on, Con. by the Rev. Dwight ; viz. 
i orter, 5 00 | From Herman Daggett, $16 
From Dr. Jacob Porter, of Artemas Weed, 5 
Plainfield, Mass. 2 00 Hannah Ambler, 
From Mr. Edward and Solomon M. Smith, 





Or et > et Gr Gr 


Mrs. Eliza Hooker, of Far- Philetus Phillips, 
mington, Con. $5 each, 10 00 Sidney Stratton, ' 
—- — Matthew Smith, 

Carried forward, § 171 50 A friend to missions, 2--34 00 


Carried_forward, $ 459 44 
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Brought forward, $ 459 44 
19. From the Hon. Elias 
Boucinot, Esq. of Burling- 
ton, N. J. 37 75 
21. From the Foreign 
Mission Society of the 
North Association of Hart- 
ford County, by Mr. P. W. 
Gailaudet, the Treasurer, 
paid to Mr. Henry Hud- 
son, 38 50 
23. From the Female 
Cent Society in Stoddard, 
N. H. by the Rev. Isaac 
Robinson, 14 15 
From a female friend of 
missions in Foxborough, 
Mass, 1 50 
28. From individuals in 
Plainfield, Mass. by Mr. 
James Richards, jun. 19 25 
From pupils in Miss 
Hills’s School at Andover, 6 Ol 
Oct. 1. From a few la- 
dies in Goffstown, N. H. 
remitted by Mrs. Eliza- 
beth M‘Farland to the 
Rev. Dr. Morse, 10 09 
From Clarissa Hoyt, of 
South Salem, NY. by the 
Rev. Jacob Burbank, 1 00 
4—8. From the Foreign 
Mission Society of New- 
London and the Vicinity, 
by Mr Reuben Langdon, 
the Treasurer, 123 00 


Carried forward, $710 69 





Brought forward, $ 710 69 
5. From Mrs. Hannah 
Jackson, of Boston, deceas- 
ed, paid by her husband, 
Mr. William Jackson, in 
conformity to her request. 30 60 
6. From individuals in 
Paris, Oneida county, N. 
Y. remitted to the Rev. 
Dr. Lyman, by Dr. Elna- 
than Judd, viz 
Elnathan Judd, S5 
Chauncey Burritt, 3 
Philip Taylor, 15 
Adam Simmons, 5 
Benjamin Simmons, 2 
Aaron Simmons, 4 
Isaac Scofield, 2 
Andrew Pierce, 1 
Flijah Dressen, 2 
EJiphalet Steele, 10 
A friend to foreign 
Missions, 5--54 00 
7. From a female in 
Dudley, Mass. by Mr. S. 
i rey sein 9 
10 From the Rev. Wil 
liam R. Weeks, by the Rev. 
Dr. Morse, 20 00 
15. From the Female Cent 
Society in Gorham, Maine, 
by the Rev Mr. Hilliard, 
remitted to Mr. Duren, 25 00 
2z. From the Westfield 
Female Foreign Mission So- 
ciety, by the Rev. Dr.Morse, 11 50 


% 856 19 


3 00 





A Narrative of Missions, performed under the direction of the Trus- 
tees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, in the year 1814. 
To which is subjoined, a Statement of the Funds of the Society, 
and a List of Books sent to the new settlements. 


_ Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. beg 
leave again to call the attention of the ministers and people of 
the State to the interesting subject of Missions. They feel it their 


duty, in the first place, to acknowledge the gooduese of a merciful 
God, in so far crowning their efforts with success, as to enable them 
to communicate the glad tidings of salvation to the inhabitants of 
many new settlements in the United States. While various 
parts of the country have been severely afflicted with the calami- 
ties of war, in the midst of judgment, God hasremembered mercy, 
and, through the instrumeutality of Missionaries, administer- 
Vou. VII. No. i. D 
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ed spiritual consolation to numbers who suffered those calamities. 
In some places he has also attended missionary labors with the 
special influences of his Spirit; awakened sinners to a sease of 
their lost condition; inclined their hearts to love him; and 
brought them to rejoice in the light of divine truth. 

In the last, as in preceding years, many children and youth 
have been instructed by Missionaries ; afflicted families have 
been visited, and the consol.tions of the gospel administered to 
them; new churches have been organized, and additions made 
to those before established ; the poor have had the gospel preach- 
cd to them; and the people of God have been edified. 

The folioning persons were employed as Missionaries, under 
the direction of the Trustees. in the course of the year recently 
drawn to a close, and the litter part of the preceding year :—The 
Rev. Messrs. Thomas Barr, John Bascom, Joshua Beer, Joel T. 
Beredict. tsracl Brainerd, Amos Chase, Harvey Coe, George 
Colton, Giles H. Cowles. Nathan B. Derrow, William R. Gould, 

Villiam Hanford, Timothy Harris, David Harrower, Lemuel 
Hayues, Oliver Hill Josiah Hopkins, Ard Hoyt, Ebenezer Kings- 
bury. Samuel Leonard, Jonathan Lesslie, William F. Miller, 
James Parker, Simeon Parmelee, Justin Parsons, Samuel Sargeant, 
John Seward, Abraham Scott John Spencer, Marshfield Steele, 
Mitthew Taylor, Toseph Treat. Nithan Waldo, Holland Weeks, 
William Wick. William Williams, William Wisner. Simeon Wood- 
ruff, and Worthington Wright; and Messrs. Danie! Banks, Ches- 
ter Colton. Moses Elliott, and Aaron Gaylord, candidates for the 
ministy, in the whole, foriy three. 

The places in which those persons have labored are a few 
towns in New-Hampshire, various parts of the state of Vermont, 
the northern and western counties of New-York, the northern 
counties of Pennsylvania, New Connecticut, and other parts of 
the state of Ohio. 

1. From the Rev. Thomas Barr, but one letter has been re- 
ceived since the publication of the last Narrative. This letter 
gives an account of seven weeks missionary labors, in New Con- 
necticut, an abstract of which follows :—* During my mission, I 
‘preacked twenty-nine. sermons; administered the Lord’s supper 
‘once ; baptized two children ; attended four funcrals, cne meet- 
‘ing of Synod, one meeting of Preshytery, and two Councils for 
‘installation ; made a number of visits to families and sick persone, 
‘for the purpose of religious conversation, and travelled not less 
‘than 800 miles. The services were more seattered, both as to 
‘time aud plice, than is ordinary; they were »f course more 
‘laborious ; and I have some reason to hope that if any of my 
‘Jabors, in the missioniry department, have been uselal, these 
* have not beer the least so.” 

In his letter Mr. Barr observes, “ The reason why I have per- 
‘formed so little missionary labor this year is. last spring several 
‘of the inhabitants of Cleaveland asked me if I would be willing 
‘to preach to the people of that pluce, for one year, that part of 
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‘the time for which I was not engaged at Euclid. T was already 
‘prepared to give encouragement, believing it to be my duty to 
‘embi .ce the first opening for attempting something like an estab- 
‘lishment of the gospel among that people, they never having 
‘done any thing like this before. In the month of May, F com- 
*“menced preaching with them; and although I have yet no 
‘ground to believe that any thing special has taken plice with any, 
‘yet I hope that he, who hath inclined them to seek the means, 
* will make the means effectaal to the good of some. 

“ The formation of a Bible Society in this region, will, I trust, 
‘have a favorable influence in promoting the interests of religion. 
‘It has met, and is meeting, with considerable success. Numbers 
‘are excited to subscribe, and in this way procure Bibles for them- 
‘selves who, in all human probability, would have remained with- 
‘out them for years to come. I have felt a peculiar pleasure in the 
‘prospect of the good that may result.” 

“ Although, with the exception of a very f2w towns, nothing 
* special has appeared in this missionary field, yet. upon the whole, 
‘as far as 1 can venture an opinion, the interest of religion pro- 
‘ gresses ; aud the call for preaching in many towns is pressing. 
‘Phe Hartford Presbytery was divided at the last meeting of the 
* Pittsburgh Synod. The new one includes in its limits nearly 
‘the whole of the Reserve, except a part of Trumbull county, 
‘and is called the Grand River Presbytery. The first meeting 
‘ was held in Euclid the 8th and 9th instant, (November,) and 1} 
‘have reason to hope, from the measures harmoniously adopted, 
‘that it will be productive of important advantages, both to 
* churches and ministers.” P 

2. In January, 1814, the Rev. John Bascom was ordained to 
the pastoral care of a church in Smithfield, Peon. with permis- 
sion to labour a part of the time as a Missionary. In the autumn 
of 1813, he received a commission to perform sixteen weeks 
missionary labor, in the northern counties of Pennsylvania, and 
the adjacent counties of New-York. He performed the mission 
at different intervals in the course of a year. Of his tour of ser- 
vice, he gives the following summary :—“ I preached two sermons 
‘every Sabbath, and as often in the week time, as I could collect 
‘the people ; visited as much as I was able, both schools and fam- 
‘ilies; and endeavored to converse seriously and solemnly upon 
‘the things of religion, with all with whom I had opportunity, 
‘and to pray as often as there was a door opened. tu sixteen 
‘weeks I preached 98 sermons; visited 132 families, and six 
‘schools ; attended 12 conferences and prayer meetings ; baptized 
‘one adult and 5 children ; administered the sacrament of the 
* Lord’s supper 3 times ; assisted in forming one church, and in 
‘ the ordination of one minister ; and attended one Council to sei- 
‘tle a difficulty ina church. I rode 1400 mites in performing my 
‘mission. The people generally attended meeting very well, 
‘where I preached ; I was treated kindly and hospitably, and had 
‘the satisfaction of comforting many pilgrims. The few Eibles 
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i ¢ and Primers, which I received from the Society, I distributed to 

' ‘those I found the most needy, and they were thankfully re- 
* ceived.” 

. Mr. Bascom is appointed a Missionary, for the present year, to 
labor in the same field, for the term of 16 weeks. 

3. The Rev. Joshua Beer, who has a pastoral charge in New 
Connecticut, was appointed, last year, to perform as much mis- 
sionary labor as should be consistent with his engagements to his 
own people. No communication has been received from him 
since his appointment, and the Trustees are not informed how 
much time he has spent in their service. 

4. The Rev. Joel T. Benedict performed a mission of sixtcen 
weeks, in the counties of Otsego, Delaware, and Chenango, du- 
ring which he rode 739 miles ; preached 70 sermons ; baptized 3.5 
persons; udministered the Lord’s supper 5 times; attended 3 
church meetings and 4 couferences ; visited 40 families ; organt- 
zed 2 churches, aod received 5 into church fellowship. He ob- 
serves, “ [ have been well received, and, without a single excep- 
‘tion. trezted with respect as a Missionary. I am sorry to add 
‘that great stupidity generally prevails, and were it not for the 
‘ exertions of Missionary Societies, this western country would be- 
‘come, as to moral priuciples, truly deplorable. ‘The churches 
‘which were organized during my last mission have prospered, 
“and the societics greatly increased. Where, two years since, not 
“more than 50 persons could be convened on the Sabbath, there 
‘are now assemblies of 200 or more. In the shire town of the 
‘county of Chenango called Norwich, for years past, the greatest 
* stupidity. and an almost total indifference to divine things pre- 

*vailed ; and the Sabbath was wholly neglected. During the last 
l \ * winter and spring, the Lord remarkably owned the labors of Mis- 
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* sionaries in that place. 1 organized a church there in June. con- 
‘sisting of 20 members, and on the Sabbath the audience was 
‘large, nearly 400 persons attended. It is impossible to describe 
* the alteration which has taken place there, within a short time, 
‘tor the better. The destitute churches, in this region, look up to 
‘your Missionary Society for help, and uniformly express an anx- 
‘jous desire that they may not be forgotten.” 

5. Iv the fall of the year 1813, the Rev. Israel Brainerd of 
Verona, New-York, was appointed a Missionary, to spend as 
b 4 much time in that service, as he could be spared from his people, 
and to select those places, in that vicinity, which he should judge 
2% stood most in need of assistance. The following extract of a 
Jetter from him contains a general view of his mission, and some 
A) remarks upon the section of country visited by him: * I com- 
i? - *menced my fabors 2s a Missionary, early in the month of Jan- 
Ce ‘uary, 1814, and performed the principal part of them during the 
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. ‘ winter, and the early part of spring. In the course of thirteen 
at *‘ weeks, the term of my-services, I travelled 659 miles; preached 
r | ‘43 sermons ; baptized 11 children; administered the sacrament 


*3 times; attended 2 conferences; formed one church ; and vis- 
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* ited the sick, schools, and families. as I had opportunity. I 
‘found no special attention to religion in any part of my travels. 
* There has been as much attention to the preaching of the word 
* as is usual; and I had the satisfaction to be received with pecu- 
* liar kindness and affection by the people in those places where 
* I have repeatedly labored. I have seen some individuals under 
* serious impressions of mind, and much in want of counsel and 
‘instruction. ‘The religious state of the people, on the mission- 
“ary ground in this vicivity, is materially altered for the better, 
‘since my residence in this country. In one place, which was 
‘a wilderness seven years ago, and where I preached the first 
“Sabbath they ever had preaching, there is now a respectable 
* church, and society which are able, in part, to furnish themselves 
‘ with religious privileges. In another place. where there was no 
‘religious order six years azo, and few religious people, there is now 
‘a meeting constantly held, and a church and society able to 
‘ support a minister one half the time. In general the churches 
‘ have increased, and the congregations become more numerous. 
‘ But new settlements are continually forming, and new villages 
‘ rising into existence ; and the importance and necessity of mis- 
* sionary labors still continue. It has an excellent effect for 2 
* Missionary to visit a new settlement, as soon as it is formed. It 
‘lays the foundation for religious order, and tends to harmony 
‘ and agreemeut among the people.” 

Mr. Brainerd has received another appointment similar to his 
last. 

6. The Rev. Amos Chase, late of Litchfield, performed a short 
missionary tour, last spring, in the northwestern part of Pennsyl- 
vania, ina tract of country called the Holland Purchase ; in 
which new settlements are rapidly forming. It has been lately 
established as a distinct field of missions. 

7. Last winter and spring, the Rev. Harvey Coe labored a few 
weeks in New Connecticut. In April, he was installed over the 
uniled congregations of Hartford, Smithfield, and Kiusman ; in 
which places he expects to spend the whole of his time, and not 
itinerate any more as a Missionary. In his last fetter he observes, 
“ Many of the good people, in the new settlements, present their 
‘warmest thanks to the Missionary Society for what has already 
‘been done, to favor them with gospel privileges, and they ear- 
“nestly solicit more Missionaries for that extensive field of labor. 
‘Itis a truth, which must animate the Christian, and excite him 
“to greater exertions to send the gospel to the destitute, that 
* within the same limits the labor is increasing faster than the la- 
‘borers. This is the case in New Connecticut. Although the 
* Missionaries there do much, yet they can do but little, compared 
‘ with the wants of, and call for, their labors. ‘There is a strife 
‘ among the people to see who shall obtain the few ministers who 
‘are there. More Missionaries would not only do much good, 
‘but, I believe. prevent much evil. The great call for preach- 
‘ ing, and scarcity of it, will have a tendency to invite in preachers 
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‘of other denominations, which are numerous in this country, 
‘and many of them very erroneous. Many, who do not corres- 
‘pond with themin sentiment, will go to hear them preach, rather 
‘than not attend public worship, and will thus strengthen and 
. countenance the cause of error. This is a very important argu- 
-ment in favor of seuding more Missionaries into the western 
. country.” 

8. Between November, 1813, and October, 1814, the Rev. 
Gcorge Colton itinerated, in the service of the Society, sixteen 
weeks, in the countics of Otsego, Delaware, and Chenango. Tie 
rode about 800 miles ; assisted in the formation of one church ; 
visited 240 families; preached 97 sermons; baptized about 30 
children ; administered the Lord's supper 5 times; visited 6 
schools ; attended one prayer meeting, and 3 conferences. He 
speaks of two plices, namely Rose Brook and New Berlia, where 
there was a special attention to religion. 

9. In the latter part of the year 1813, and the beginning of the 
year 1814, the Rev. Giles H. Cowles performed 245 weeks mis- 
sionary labor in New Connecticut. He visited different parts of 
that territory, preaching and discharging other ministerial offices 
2s occasion Called and opportunily presented. He assisted in two 
installations, aud in the establishment of a Bible Society, which 
promises to be of extensive benefit to the western country. Mr. 
Cowles, in one of his letters, writes, “In general it is a time of 
‘ stupidity with respect to religion, in this.part of the country, 
* still, in some places, individual sinners have been awakened and 
‘hopefully converted. The people of God, sc«ttered abroad in 
* the new settlements, as sheep having no shepherd, appear to be 
* comforted and edified by the oceasional preaching of the gospel, 
* and some good, it is hoped, is done to Zion.” 

10. Since the publication of the last Narrative, two letters 
have been received from the Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, which 
give an account of 18 weeks service in various parts of New-Con- 
necticut. He rode about 1100 miles; preached 76 sermons ; 
baptized 27 children ; and administered the Lord’s supper 7 times, 
besides performing other occasional duties. He observes, * I 
‘cannol give you a very favorable account of religion in this 
‘quarter. Clouds and darkness are upon this wiléerness land, 
© and but little light appears. In Braceville, there has been some 
‘attention the winter past, and a church is planted there ; but the 
* seeds of error have, at the same lime, been industriously sown. 
*{n Canfield, there is some particular attention, and I observe 
‘nothing materially unfavorable in thet place In Boardman, 
‘there is the appearance of real life and engagedness in a few. 
* But generally. in this quorter of the Reserve, itis a cold, lethar- 
‘gic season The effects of the war are dreadful indeed. Many 
‘ appear to have lost much of the respect they used to have for 


‘the Sibbath. In fine, the world appears to crowd religion out 
‘of the mind.” 
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11. In October last. the Rev. William R. Gonld was ordain- 
ed to the work of the gospel ministry, with particular reference 
to his laboxing as a Missionary, by the North Consociation of 
Hartford Coufty ; and soon after, he entered on a mission to the 
states of Ohio and Kentucky. No iutelligeuce has been received 
from him since he leit Hartlord. 

12. In the last Narrative, the Rev. William Hanford is men- 
tioved as having been recently appointed to the missionary field 
in New-Connecticut. By sundry comniunications received from 
him, it appears that previous to the beginning of December last, 
he had spent 29 weeks in the service of the Society ; that he rede 
upwards of 1600 miles; preached 133 sermons ; visiled 150 fami- 
lies and several schools ; atieaded 2 funerals ; baptized 12 chil- 
dren; administered the Lord’s supper 5 limes; assisted in the 
formation of one church and in the installation of one minister. 
The rest of the time he preached statedly a! sundry places, at the 
expense of the people of those places. His account of the rcli- 
gious state of the country corresponds with that given by other 
Missionaries, already noticed. 

13. The Rev. Timothy Harris, of Granville, Licking county, 
Ohio, has labored as a Missionary, for several years, in that 
state, as much of the time as he could be spared from the people 
of his stated charge. Last year he made a visit to New-England, 
and on his way performed ten weeks service, chiefly in New- 
Connecticut ; preaching, administering Christian ordinances, vi- 
siting schools and private families, allending conferences, and 
discharging other ministerial duties, as he had opportunity. 


} 


Though he found no special revival of religion in the places, 
through which he passed, yet, as he observes, the people in gen- 
eral gave him a cordial reception, and, to appearance, gladly at- 
tended to a word of instzuction, warning. and advice. 

14, Last winter and spring. the Rev. David Harrower labor- 
ed sixteen weeks, in the settlements on Black river, and parts 
adjacent. At the close of his journal, he gives the following 
summary: “I travelled about 570 miles; made 76 family vis- 
‘its; preached 90 times; baptized 8 children ; administered the 
* Lord’s supper once ; admitted 2 members into a church ; visited 
* 6 schools ; and attended 4 religious conferences. In general, 1 
‘ have been kindly received, and warm thanks have been expres- 
‘sed by many to the Missionary Society and to God. On the 
‘field where I have labored, the war operates greatly against 
‘ serious impressions, I think, however, the Lord has owned the 
* mission in a good degree.” 

15. In August last, the Rev. Lemuel Haynes of Rutland, Ver- 
mont, was appointed a Missionary, to labor, for the term of 16 
weeks, inthe northwestern part of that state, and the northern 
part of New-York, anda Commission was sent to him according- 
fy. No intelligence has been as yet received from him. 

16. Last winter, the Rev. Oliver Hill performed a missionary 
tour of 15 weeks, in the counties of Wayne, Susquehannah, 
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and Bradford, Pennsylvania, and in the counties of Broome and 
Chenango, New-York. He travelled about 900 miles; preached 
70 times; allended 3 conferences; visited 150 famiiies. in which 
were some sick persons; and visited schools as he had opportuni- 
ty. Mr. Hill remarks, “ Where I have travelled I found many 
‘well disposed pious people, whose ears and hearts were open 
‘to hear and receive the truths. In every place, I have been 
‘kindly received, and respectfully entertained by all whom I vis- 
‘ited, and no open opposition have I had the unhappiness to 
‘meet. In some plices, I found a lamentable coldness and dul- 
‘ness among professors of religion ; in others, I found some special 
‘attention ; and in two or three, there had receutly been a revival. 
* More than twice the number of Missionaries ever yet employed, 
‘may be profitably employed in the counties where | labored. One 
‘seltlement in Susquehannah county was never visited by a Mis- 
‘ sionary before last winter. Another had been without preaching 
‘7 or 8 months, and others are favored with but very liltle. Stilt 
‘some are favored with preaching one half, and others one fourth 
‘of the time. Two ministers were installed, the winter past, as 
‘pastoes of particular churches in Bradford county, and one or- 
‘dained in Susquehannah county. One church was formed in 
* Sept. 1813, in Lawsville and New Millord, and another in Janu- 
‘ary, 1814, in Mount Pleasant.” 

In February, Mr. Hill was ordained over the churches of Laws- 
ville and New Milford, with permission lo itinerale as a Missiona- 
ry a part of the time ; and he has since been appointed, by the 
Trustees, to labor in their service when he cau be spared from his 
people. 

17. The Rev. Josiah Hopkins was appoiated, in the year 1813, 
toa mission of 16 weeks in the mountain towns in Vermont. 
Towards the close of that year he spent a few weeks in that ser- 
vice, and was then obliged to leave iton account of ill health. 
Whether he has recovered his health, and completed the mission, 
the Trustees are not informed. 

18. From the beginning of October, 1813, to the beginning of 
December, 1814, the Rev. Ard Hoyt, who has a parochial charge 
in Kingston, Pennsylvania, for a part of the time, labored 40 weeks 
in the missionary service, in some of the northern counties of 
Pennsylvania. Tle travelled about 1800 miles ; visiled upwards 
of 270 families; preached 184 sermons; attended 18 conferences ; 
hablized 34 children ; administered the Lord’s supper twice ;_ vis- 
ited 11 schools; attended 6 church meetings, and 4 councils ; ad- 
mitted 6 persons into church fellowship ; spent 21 days in visiting 
the sick ; attended 2 installations and one ordination. 

Respecting the reception he met with, and the religious state of 
the country, Mr. Hoyt remarks, as follows, in one of his letters : 
“While on my mission I have in no instance met with open op- 
* position ; and even where the people have been least disposed to 
‘ attend preaching, I have been treated with respect, and invited 

to visit them again. In most instances, I have been received 
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‘ with great cordiality ; many thanks to the Missionary Society 
* have been expressed, and I have geverally found a very respect- 
‘able portion of the people ready to attend preaching at any 
‘time, and on short notice. The real friends of truth are doubt- 
‘less few in number, yet I think there are some, even of these, in 
‘almost every place; and we indulge the hope that if the means 
‘are used, the Lord will soon plant churches over all this region. 
‘He works by means, yet when and where he pleases. I think 
‘it is impossible to give the people of Connecticut a full and clear 
* understanding of the great things which God has done through 
‘their means, in this part of the country. Our whole Associa- 
*tion, which has been raised up within a few years, owes its exist- 
‘ence, under God, to their instrumentality. They have been the 
‘means of pulling this people back from the very verge of hea- 
*thenism. Questions, like the following, are frequently asked: - 
* When can you come again ? What other Missionaries are out iu 
‘this quarter ? If you see any of them, do urge them to come to 
‘this place.” 

19. Last February the Trustees received the Rev. Ebenezer 
Kingsbury’s missionary journal of the preceding year. His labors 
were performed in some of the northern counties of Pennsylvania, 
and the adjacent counties of New-York. At the close of his 
journal is an address to the Trustees from which the following re- 
marks are extracted : “I have Jabored in your service 16 weeks, 
‘in which term I rode nearly 800 miles; preached 67 sermons ; 
‘administered the sacrament of the Lord’s supper 3 times; bap- 
‘tized 29 children and one adult; attended 7 religious conferences, 
‘3 church meetings, and admitted 6 into the church. I have heen 
‘ called to altend one Ecclesiastical council ; to assist in the for- 
‘mation of 2 churches ; and have visited private families as op- 
‘portunity presented. Unless I have been deceived, profess- 
‘ing Christians have been edified and strengthened; and some 
‘impenitent sinners have- been alarmed. I have had oppor- 
* tunity to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ in a considera- 
‘ble extent of territory. The meetings have been as full, and 
* even more so than in preceding years. Many of the settlements 
*‘ have expressed a great degree of gratitude to the Missionary So- 
‘ciely, for their kindness to send Missionaries among them. This 
‘part of the country is rapidly settling ; and the call for Missiona- 
‘ries is therefore increasing. There is abundant evidence that 
‘their labors have been beneficial to the souls of men in these 
‘parts. May the Lord reward the Missionary Society, and the 
‘good people of Connecticut for their labors of love.” 

20. In May last, the Rev. Samuel Leonard was appointed a 
Missionary, for the term of one year, to labor in the state of Ohio, 
south and west of New-Connecticut. No intelligence has been 


received from him since his commission was transmitted to him. 
21. From the Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, two letters were received, 
in the course of the year past, one dated May 26, and the other 


October 25. Extracts from these Ictters follow. In the first he 
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observes, “ This contains an account of 14 weeks’ labor in New- 
‘ Counecticut, 28 sermons, and 22 lectures, in all 50 discourses. If 
‘ have visited many families, and generally calechised the yeuth, 
‘and made such remarks as appeared suitable. In every instance 
‘my visits were well received. I also visited and catechised 9 
‘schools. I baptized 6 children. Error evidently declines on the 
‘Reserve. People generally are wnnsually anxious to settle the 
‘gospel. Painsville, Barton, Charlestown, and Rootstown, and 
‘their vicinity, would settle ministers immediately. ‘The cry of 
‘the wilderness to your Socicty is, Send us help. The advance- 
‘ment of the Redcemer’s kingdom, under yeur care, in this terri- 
‘tory, has been gradual, but is great beyond: calculation. We 
‘have formed a Bible Society, which premises glory to New-Con- 
‘necticut. Could those Christians, who have contributed liberal- 
‘ly of their hard earned property, to support the Missionary 
‘Society, traverse this country, and see the effects of their benev- 
‘olence, their joy would be inexpressitble.” 

In his other Icttcr Mr. Lesslie writes, “ I now send you an 
‘account of 15 weeks labor, 28 sermons and 7 lectures. I visited 
‘9 schools and nearly 100 families, conversing with them as ap- 
‘peared expedient, and travelled 550 miles. I administered the 
‘Lord’s supper once, and baptized 5 children. Among the diffi- 
‘culties of the times, are some things pleasing. In Kinsman and 
‘Johnston, 1 hear of some serious attention to religion. In Can- 
‘ficld, the church has been considerably increased. In Madison, 
©the church has arisen surrounded with enemics; but they have 
‘not suecceded according to their prospects, and the opposition 
‘abates, The Methodist Socicty is declining fast on the Reserve. 
‘Our fabors have not been blessed with great awakenings; but 
‘we hope something ts doing to advance the Divine Redeemer’s 
‘cause hereafter. People have subscribed and paid liberally to 
‘the Bible sociely. The clergy have made an exertion to dis- 
‘countenance the free use of ardent spirits; and many men of in- 
‘fluence approbate our proceedings.” 

29. Inthe fall of the year 1513, the Rev. William F. Miller enter- 
ed ona mission ef 16 weeks, to Steuben and the vacant settlements 
ia its vieinily, in Oneida county. While on his mission, he rode 707 
miles; preacucd 86 scrinons ; attended 9 conferences and prayer 
meetings ; administered the Lord’s supper 5 times; admitted 2 
persons into the church, and a third by letter ; baptized 8 chil- 
dren; and made a number of family visits. Concerning that re- 
gion he observes, “ ‘The state of religion is, in general, lamentably 
‘low. ‘The churches are small; and the difficulty of supporting 
‘religion, in consequence of the numerous sects, is very great. 
* Peisia, Universalism, and the Socinian heresy have spread their 
‘corruptions in that part of the country. The Congregational 
“church in Steuben expre-sed their thanks to me, and to the Mis- 
‘sionary Seciely, for my appointment ; and are desirous of further 
‘assistance. The Presbyterian and Congregational churches of 
‘ Trenton, Holland Patent Society, at the close of public worship, 
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‘on the last Sabbath, in the presence of the whole congregation, 
‘ passed a vole of thanks to me for my services, and another vote 
‘of thanks to the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for my ap- 
‘ pointment, requesting me to communicate the same to the Socie- 
* ty, and they desire further assistance.” 

23. The Rev. James Parker performed a mission of 16 weeks, 
in the upper part of Vermont, within the period embraced iv this 
narrative. He preached 110 sermons; administered the Lord's 
supper 3 times; baptized 10 children; visited 4 schools; and 
many families ; attended 2 church meetings, and 2 public con- 
ferences. ‘The people where he labored were, in general, remark- 
ably attentive to his public and private discourses ; and there is 
reason to hope that his labors were not in vain. Christians were 
comforted ; sinners brouzht to etiquire what they must do to be 
saved; and a few were hopefully renewed. Many im various 
towns returned their thanks to the Socicty for missionary labors, 
and earnestly solicited a continuance of them. Last winter, Mr. 
Parker was appointed to another mission of 16 weeks in Vermont 
and New-York, but no intelligence has been received from him 
since his appointment. 

24. In the settlements on Black River, and parts adjacent, the 
Rev. Simeon Parmelee labored nine weeks, in the year 1813. He 
rode upwards of 600 miles, and preached about 50 times ; admin- 
istered the sacrament of the supper twice, and baptized one child. 
Ju August last, Mr. Parmelee was appointed to labor one year in 
the state of Ohio, and it is supposed he is now engaged in that 
service. 

25. Last June, the Rev. Juslin Parsons was appointed to a mis- 
sion of 16 weeks in Vermont. The appointment was accepted 
by him, and he commenced the mission in August. His journal 
has not yet come to Land. 

26. In the beginning of the year 1814, the Rev. Samuel Sar- 
geant labored 16 weeks in the northern counties of Pennsylvania, 
and the adjoining counties in New-York. Ile preached 64 times; 
received to communion 6 persons, 3 ef whom, above 40 years of 
age, he baptized; he also baptized 32 childven ; and visited many 
families. His remarks respecting the state of the country, the 
need of Missionaries, and the pressing call for them, correspond to 
those contained in the preceding parts of this Narrative. Mr. 
Sargeant is appointed to itinerate again the present year, in the 
norlhern part of Vermont. 

27. From the Rev. John Seward, anether of the permanent Mis- 
sionaries in New-Connecticut, several communications were receiv- 
ed the last year, which gave anaccownt of 12 weeks’ service between 
the 25th of September 1313, and the Sth of September i814. 
His labors in preaching, administeriug Christian ordinances, and 
performing other ministerial services were abundant, and in gene- 
ral gratefully received. He observes, * The labors of your Mis- 
‘sionaries have generally, been very acceptable, and, I believe, 
“very useful. If the Society sends acceptable men inte this coun. 
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‘try, the burden of supporting them will not be grievous. The 
‘people will soon, very cheerfully, relieve the Society, almost 
‘entirely, from the expense of their support. Some of the most 
‘abandoned places are now making exertions to hire preaching. 
‘ Though there cannot, perhaps, be said to be any special attention 
‘to divine things in any place, yet I think that the general ap- 
‘pearances, with regard to religion, are as encouraging now, as they 
‘have ever been since I have been in the country.” 

28. The Rev. Abraham Scott, in the course of the year past, 
transmitted an account of 26 weeks’ service in the state of Ohio. 
He preached 80 sermons; baptized 2 adults and 9 children; admin- 
istered the Lord’s supper Stimcs, and admitted 2 persons into church 
fellowship. He visited many families, and was much among the 
sick and afflicted. In one of his letters he remarks, “In most 
‘ places thal I have visited, people express and evidence a desire 
‘for the gospel. Numbers have solicited me to visit them as fre- 
“quently as possible. People most generally attend, especially, 
“on the Sabbath, and some that I have conversed with were seri- 
‘ously exercised. In some places, people have expressed a great 
‘desire to have the gospel and its ordinances slatedly administered 
‘tothem. There are, however, but few places, particularly south 
‘of the Reserve, where there are a sufficient number of any par- 
‘ticular denomination, to give suitable encouragement to a min- 
‘ister to settle with them.” 

29. From the Rev. John Spencer, one of the permanent mis- 
sionaries in the employ of the Trustees, four letters have been re- 
ceived since the publication of the last Narrative, containing a 
journal of his labors and travels in the Holland Purchase, state of 
New-York, for one year. He preached often, and performed oth- 
er ministerial services as occasion called for them, and as opportu- 
nity presented. Under date of March 22, 1314, he writes, “* With 
‘respect lo religious appearances I observe, that they are more 
‘favorable than they have been. The attendance of people in 
‘ general on religious meetings, and their attention in time of di- 
‘ vine service, increase of late. I have found an unusual serious- 
‘ness on some minds; and among people in general there is a great 
‘anxiely manifested for more missionary labors. There is not 
‘much to be expected by way of donation from the people on 
‘these frontiers, while this calamitous war continues, and they are 
‘ harrassed by it, as they have been ever since it began.” 

In his letter of June 7, he observes, “ Since my last communi- 
‘cation, in the course of my travels, I have found several who ap- 
‘peared to have been of late made the hopeful subjects of re- 
‘generation; and several more whose minds are more seriously 
¢ impressed than usual.” 

His last communication bears daie Scptember 28. In that he 
writes, “ From about the middle of July, ihe militia have been 
‘called to the lines, and the war bustle has been such, that it has 
‘been difficult to assemble people for lectures; and worshipping 
‘assemblies have been small, mostly compescd of women and chil- 














1815.] Narrative of Missions. $7 


‘dren. But the militia are now dismissed, and the number as- 
‘sembled for worship increases. In this respect things appear 
‘ more favorable.” 

30. In the course of the year past, the Rev. Marshfield Steele 
spent 20 weeks in the missionary service, 5 in New-Hampshire, 
near Connecticut river, and 15 in the northern part of Vermont. 
He labored in 29 towns. He attended 6 funerals and preached 
at every one; visited 28 schools ; conversed aud prayed in each; 
attended 4 conferences; administered the sacrameut of the Lord’s 
supper 5 limes; baptized 2 adulls and 13 children; admitted 3 to 
full communion ; visited several sick persons, and many families. 
He preached 4, 5, 6, or 7 times a week. He was universally well 
received. He found many who spake of the good, which has been 
done by missionary labor, and in conversing with those who had 
been hopefully renewed, he noticed that not a few of them dated 
their serious impressions, from the labors of those who had been 
among them on missions. 

$1. In September last, the Rev. Matthew Taylor commenced 
a mission of one year to the State of Ohio. 

$2. In the latter part of the year 1813, the Rev. Joseph Treat 
ilinerated 16 weeks in the northern counties of Pennsylvania. In 
May he was ordained to the work of an evangelist, by the South 
Consociation of Litchfield County ; and the same month re-ap- 
pointed a Missionary to the same field for 16 weeks, since which 
time his appointment has been extended 10 weeks more. On his 
first mission, he rode about 1100 miles; preached 113 times; vis- 
jilted 25 families and 10 schools; and allended 2 funerals. Con- 
cerning his mission and the state of the country he observes, “ I 
‘ was generally received with great cordiality, and heared with at- 
‘tention. I travelled through all the north counties of Pe:nsyl- 
‘vania. In the counlies of Wayne, Susquehannah, and Bradford, 
‘on the east, there are 7 congregational ministers, and 12 or 13 
‘churches. Inthe counties of Tioga, Potters, Mc’ Kean and War- 
‘yen, which contain 4 or 5 thousand souls, there is no minister and 
‘no church, and but few professors of religion. In the county of 
‘ Erie, on the west there are 3 ministers and 7 churches. Mis- 
‘ sionaries have been seat into this county, and the west part of 
‘Warren county, by the General Assemby. Missicnaries, who 
‘have been sent from New-England, into the north of Pennsylva- 
‘nia have usually devoted their time to the settlemcnts east of the 
*Susquehannah river, and iu a solilary instance only, have they 
‘been as far west as Westborough, the seat of justice in Tioga 
‘county. The settlements between that place and Warren, a dis- 
‘ tance of about 100 miles, had never been visited by a Missionary 
‘when Providence conducted me through that region. The 
‘people are principally from New-England, and they think that 
‘their country is emphatically missionary ground.” 

A letter has been lately received from Mr. Treat, containing a 
journal of the 26 weeks’ labor to which he was appointed. At 
the close of his journal, he observes, “ From the preceding state- 
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‘ment it appears that I have travelled about 1400 miles; preach- 
‘ed 126 times; visited 60 families, and 11 schools; allended 2 
‘couucils aud 2 church meelings; administered the Lord’s supper 
‘twice; baptized 3 children; and attended 2 funerals. Although 
‘there are no revivais in that part of the country, where I have 
‘labored, and although wickedpess greatly prevails, yet the cause 
‘of our blessed Redeemer is, by the biessing of Almighty God, 
‘ gradually advancing. Much has already been done to coavert 
‘that wilderness into a fruitful field; and the divine Jésus has ad- 
‘ded his blessing. Sinners have been born into the kingdom of 
‘ God, churches planted, and ministers established. Now hymns 
‘of praise are sung to. the glorious Saviour, where a few years 
‘since he had scarcely been named. But although much has al- 
‘ready been accouplished, much yet remains tobedone. The 
‘ field is extensive, and the laborers unable to cullivate it. Some 
‘feel their need of instruction, but many, ignorant of themselves, 
‘ignorant of God and the blessed Jesus, polluted with sin, and en- 
‘crimsoned with guilt, are heediessly pursuing the path which leads 
‘to destruction. While therefore the followers of the Lamb re- 
¢joice, and ascribe thanksgiving and praise to Him, who is head 
‘ over ail things lo the church, may they determine that for Zion’s 
‘sake they will not hold their peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
‘they will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as 
‘brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that burneth.” 

33. Last spring and suummer, the Rev. Nathan Waldo perform- 
ed a mission of 16 weeks, in sundry towns in the statesof New- 
Hampshire and Vermont. His labors were similar to those of 
oiher Missionaries, and hiis remarks respecting the state of the 
county evince the ulilily of sending Missionaries to our new set- 
tlements. 

34. Within the period embraced in this Narrative, the Rev. 
Hoiland Weeks spent 16 weeks in missionary service, in the north 
west partof Vermont, and in the settlements in New-York, near 
Lake Champlain. He rode about 560 miles; preached 121 ser- 
mons; visited 294 families and 12 schools; attended|21 confer- 
ences, 2 church mectings, and 6 funerals; administered the Lord’s 
supper once, and baptized 9 children. At the close of his journal 
he remarks, *‘ Iu some places I was so happy as lo witness a work 
‘of grace. In others, the necessity of missionary labors is incon- 
‘ceivably great. ‘To see. the ignorance, stupidity, and danger of 
‘the numerous inhabitants of the infant settlements is painful to 
‘the eye, and affecting to the heart. ‘The harvest truly is great, 
‘but the laborers are few.” 

35. Although the Rev. William Wick holds a commission to 
txbor as a Missionary in New-Conuecticut, and other parts of the 
state of Ohic, yet such are his engageinents to the people of his 
parochial charge that he can spend but little time in that service. 
He itinerated, in the Reserve, a few weeks in the course of the 
year past, and performed ministerial services of various kinds, as 
he hadopportusity. He gives the same account as other Missios- 
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aries, of the destitute situation and urgent necessities of the 
western setllements. 

86. The Rev. William Williams, of Salisbury, New-York, is 
now proseculing a mission of 6 montiis in the counties of Herki- 
mer, Montgomery, and Saratoga. 

37. In January last, the Kev. William Wisner, of Athens, 
Pennsylvania, was appointed a Missionary for one year, to labor 
in the vacant settlements in that vicinity, for as much of the time 
as the people of that place should consent to spare him. Since 
his letter accepting the appointment, no communication has been 
received from him. 

38. The Rev. Simeon Woodruff still continues in the service of 
the ‘Trustees, though but a part of the time. In May last he wae 
installed to the pastoral care of the church in 'Tailmadze, New-Con- 
necticut, with permission to itincrate as a Missionary for some part 
of the year. Since the dale of the last Narrative, three letters have 
been received from him, giving an account of 20 weeks’ missionary 
Jabor. He preached 8i limes; visited 16 schools and many 
families baptized 6 children; administered the Lord’s supper 5 
limes ; visited the sick, and attended funerals; and administered 
the consolations of the gospel to the afflicted. He concurs with 
other Missionaries in that district in his remarks respecting the 
stete of the country. 

39. Since the publication of the last Narrative, the Trustees 
have received a journal of 19 weeks’ services performed by the 
Rev. Worthington Wright, chiefly in the county of Wayne, 
Pennsylvania. He preached 85 times ; attended 12 conferences ; 
visited 73 families and 3 schools ; baptized 6 children ; adminis- 
tered the Lord’s supper twice; and assisted in forming one church. 
Ile gives no additional information respecting the state of religion 
in the new settlements. 

40. Last August Mr. Daniel Banks, was appointed to a mission 
in the region bordering on Black river, and it is supposed he is now 
laboring pursuant to that appointment. 


(To be Continued. ) 


ORDINATIONS. made the consecrating prayer ; the 
Rev. Alexander Gillet, of Tor- 
rington, gave the charge ; the Rev. 
Frederick Marsh, of Winchester, 


On the 12th of October last Mr. 
@yrus»¥ace was ordained to the 





pastoral work of the Gospel Minis- 
try in New-Hartford. ‘The Rey. 
David L. Perry of Sharon, made 
the introductory;Prayer; the Rev. 
Samuel Shepherd, of Lenox,( Mass.) 
preached the Sermon ; the Rey. 
Jeremiah Hallock, of Canton, 








gave the right-hand of fellowship ; 
the Rev. Jonathan Miller, of Bur- 
lington, addressed the church and 
society; and the Rev. James 
Beach, of Winchester, made the 
concluding prayer. 
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On Wednesday the 14th of De- 
cember last, the Rev. Josepu Mix 
was ordained to the pastoral care 
of the Church and Society in West- 
Suffield. The Rev. Mr. Robbins, 
of East-Windsor, made the intro- 
ductory Prayer; the Rev. Mr. 
Storrs, of Longmeadow, preached 
the Sermon; the Rev. Mr. Prud- 
den, of Enfield, made the conse- 
crating Prayer; the Rev. Mr. 
Rowland of Windsor, gave the 
Charge; the Rev. Mr. Gay, oi 
Suffield, gave the Right Hand of 
Fellowship ; the Rev. Mr. Cooley, 
of Granville, made the concluding 
Prayer. The happy re-settlement 


of the Gospel Ministry in this | 


place, with very favorable pros- 
pects, while it manifests the com- 
mendable exertions of the society, 
appeared highly gratifying to the 
Ecclesiastical Council, and a very 
numerous audience collected on the 
occasion. 


—2+o- 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, in Salem (Ms.) the Rev. 
Daniet Hopxins, D. D. senior 


pastor of the third Church in that} j 


town, in we 8ist year of his age, 
end 37th of his ministry. 


[JAn. 


In Washington City, Hon. Ricu- 
arp Brent, a Senator in Congress 
from Virginia. 

In Washington City, Nov. 24th 
1814, ELBRIDGE Gerry, Esq. 
Vice-President of the United 
States, in the 70th year of his 
age. 

In Fayetteville, N.C. on the 25th 
ult. Rey. Henry Wurrtock, aged 
37, late Rector of Trinity Church 
in New-Haven. 

In New-York, Marruew Franx- 
LIN, a distinguished Minister of the 
Society of Friends. 

In Keene, (N. H.) on the 12th 
of August last, the Rev. Aaron 
Hatt, in the 64th year of his age, 
and 37th of his Ministry....His last 
sickness, which was short, he bore 
with Christian fortitude, and resig- 
nation. His example at death, 
comported with his precepts and 
example in life. He viewed the 
prospect before him with calmness 
and serenity. Yielding that life, 
which had been worthily spent in 
the vineyard of Christ, into the 
hands of Him who gave it. He 
literally finished his course with 
joy, and as we humbly trust, re- 








ceives that crown of righteousness 
which fadeth not away. 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Dec. 19. From Rev. Joel T. Benedict, collected in new 


settlements, . 


96. From Hudson and Goodwin, avails of Dwight’s 3 


Psalms and Hymns, 


28. From a Friend to Missions, 


1815. 


Jan. 6. From Rev. Amos Chase, collected in new set-— 


tlements, ; 
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